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A TOAST TO THE ROAST 


10 TEARS 


or FOOD, FUN AND FABULOUSNESS 


10" Anniversary Party 
THURSDAY, MARCH 6", 8-10PM 


Musical entertainment 
by cabaret artists 
Erin Schwab and Jay 
Fuchs, a special menu 
with some of our 
most popular ifems, 
and a free glass of 
our Wilde Punch. 


Freebies, Prizes & Specials 
EVERY DAY, MARCH 15'-10" 


Free giveaways from 7-9am, ó-5pm 
and 9-11pm that include free coffee, 
gelato and muffins (while supplies last). 


Scratch-off cards with a grand prize of 
а *250 Wilde Roast Cafe gift card, plus 
50° off and buy one get one free deals, 
free coffee, and ofher exciting prizes 
(while supplies last). 


10 Belly Points per visit, which is twice 
the points of our normal rewards 
program. 


WRC Writing Contest 
MARCH 157 DEADLINE 


Dack for a limifed time: Trinity College 
Tuna Melt and our fantastic Tuna 
Salad. These are some past Wilde 
Roast favorites that will be back for 
this celebration. 


Share your Wilde Roast sfory - an essay 
or poem about a memorable moment 

at the cafe, a great date, inspiration that 
struck over a latte.. and win a °500 Wilde 
Roast Cafe Party! 


Email your story to oscar@wilderoastcafe.com with the subject line 
"My WRC Story". Entries will be posted on our Facebook page, and 
voted on by friends of the Wilde Roast Cafe. Stories are due March 


1%, 2014. $500 prize is valid for food only, not beverages. 
St. Patrick's Day 


MONDAY, MARCH 17 x 


WILDE ROAST CAFE 


In honor of Oscar Wilde's Irish heritage, 
well be serving a delicious Guinness Pie. 


65 Main St SE, Minneapolis, MN 55114 | 612.331.4544 
www.wilderoastcafe.com | facebook.com/wilderoastcafe 


Creating LIFESTYLE 


Building and Remodeling unique Twin Cities homes since 1977 
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The Curb Appeal of John Gidding. Meet him 

at the Minneapolis Home + Garden Show 
which runs from February 26-March 2. More 
information at www.homeandgardenshow.com. 
Photo Courtesy of Marketplace Events 
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Online Magazine Prizes 


Available on www.LavenderMagazine.com: Our Online Magazine, read it on your computer, iPad, iPhone, or 
DROID. Prizes, register to win. Exclusive content only online, not in print. 


World the 
Self You 
Remember 


‚ ж 2 Show the 


i. Whether you want to save for the future, secure a 
Line & Wrinkle Reduction personal loan, utilize exclusive online and telephone 
Venus Skin Tightening & Toning | banking services, or enjoy the convenience of our ATMs 
and many locations, we are here for you. Call, click, or 
stop by and talk with a banker. If you would like to open 
an account over the phone, call 1-800-932-6736 any time 


(or 1-800-311-9311 for service in Spanish). 


wellsfargo.com 


V1985 and receive a promotional disco 


SAPP itd Wut o 


ADVANCED AES Т Н ЕТИКЕ 


Dr. Leslie ey: is an ABS Certified Surgeon зла ir a All loans are subject to application, credit qualification, and income verification. 
ГЇЇ i КЕ ас © 2013 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. (1165631 10740) 


FACING CRIMINAL OR DWI CHARGES? 
call JEFF DEAN 


THE LAWYER WITH THE WINNING RECORD 


* Not Guilty verdicts in Murder, Drug, and Assault cases. 
* Multiple Criminal Sexual Conduct Dismissals. 

* Over 100 DWI cases successfully resolved. 

* Numerous Indecent Exposure Dismissals. 


* Won Precedent Setting cases. 


"Jeff Dean was a lifesaver for me "My domestic assault charges “Jeff Dean got my 
in what | thought was a hopeless were dismissed, thanks to Jeff. DWI charge dismissed. 
situation. | was charged with a The consequences of these Call Jeff if you get a DWI!” 
serious felony and Jeff won the charges would have been severe. - B.L. (Former Client) 
case! Its so nice to be free of Jeff Dean won my case and my life 
the worry!" is back to normal." 

- D.L. (Former Client) - D.B. (Former Client) 


(612) 305-4360 www.jefídeanlaw.com 
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BANKRUPTCY 
Wage garnishment 


Bank levies 


Foreclosure | | | 
Repossession Free Consultation with Experienced Attorney 


Creditor phone calls 
5. Call now: 651.645.1211 
| 5 | BECKY A. MOSHIER 
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“Providing New Beginnings Since 1991” 


ATTORNEY AT LAW 


PROVIDING NEW BEGINNINGS SINCE 1991 


2233 University Ave. W. Ste. 420 * St. Paul, MN 55114 


In my 24" year ‹ ice to our community. 


agency. We he file for relief under the Bankruptcy Code. 


www.moshierbankruptcylaw.com 


When you need professional help, we understand. We talk with 
the IRS so you don't have to. We have been preparing all types of 
taxes current and back taxes for over 20 years. We also provide 
Business Consulting and Certified Financial Planning with NO 
Product sales. 


KAREN R. PALM CPA 
612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


Uptown 
isset аига 


Education • Experience • Excellence 
apa talpa. ...with a smile! 


If you believe great design 


creates great value 


= | IE Ll EF | Jaime Davis, MD, FAAD Nadine Miller, M.P.A.S., PA-C Jason Davis, M.P.A.S., PA-C 


ARCHITECTU : " 
Mayo Trained, Board Certified, Physician Assistant in Dermatology Physician Assistant in Dermatology 


: Award Winning Dermatologist 
architecture landscape interiors 


° Appointments within ONE week * All major insurance accepted 
* Fully licensed and credentialed providers 


612.870.408] 


Uptown Row, Suite 208 • 1221 W. Lake Street e Minneapolis, MN 55408 
shelterarchitecture.com 


612-455-3200 * www.UptownDermatology.com 
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FROM THE EDITOR | BY ANDY LIEN 


Destigmatizing Significance 


Big words. Bigger meaning. “Destigmatizing significance” has been a concept I’ve been mulling over since 
Sally Jenkins used it on February 10, 2014, in her piece in The Washington Post about Michael Sam coming out 
as the (likely) first gay NFL player. The piece is called “Michael Sam’s courageous decision to come out reso- 
nates from the NFL to Sochi." She said that his “watershed act” has “enormous destigmatizing significance.” I 


could not agree more. 


A definition of “destigmatize” keeps it simple in that it “removes 
disgraceful characterization” from something. Does this concept 
bring anything else to mind? I immediately thought of the Vote No 
and marriage equality campaigns that preceded the legalization of 
same-sex marriage in Minnesota. Remember those conversations we 
had with anyone who would listen (and some that wouldn’t)? They 
were a grand effort of destigmatizing significance. By putting faces 
to the people and relationships of the topics of same-sex marriage 
and equal rights, the conversations about why love matters to people 
who love people of the same sex removed disgraceful characteriza- 
tion of the GLBT community, one conversation at a time. But, with so 
many people out there having these conversations, the results were 
great and the ripple effect caused a sea change in Minnesota. Can we 
say that same-sex marriage is destigmatized in Minnesota? That the 
GLBT community is without disgraceful characterization? No, not en- 
tirely, but-like it or not-the legalization of it sure helps in legitimizing 
not only the relationships of this community, but the existence of the 
community, itself. 

It seems that destigmatizing same-sex marriage perhaps had to 
come before we covered rainbow families more broadly. I don’t agree 
with marriage affecting the “legitimacy” or “illegitimacy” of children 
or families or bonds, but there’s a definite “horse” and “cart” in terms 
of the bigger picture in our culture. Marriage is what our culture 
tends to look to before it recognizes children as being part of a family 
unit, despite single-parent households and same-sex adoptive parents 
and surrogacy; despite the fact that so many families existed before 
same-sex marriage was-and is-legal. And now, after the legalization 
of same-sex marriage, we look to the increased cultural legitimization 
of same-sex marriage...and to the broader legitimization of same-sex 
parent families. That legitimization requires destigmatization: we 
must make these families more culturally significant by removing dis- 
graceful characterization of them. And, to do that, we must continue 
to remove the disgraceful characterization of the GLBT community. 
It is probably more of an ongoing and circular issue than simply one 
of putting the horse before the cart. 

Being a free magazine that is out on stands in hundreds and hun- 
dreds of locations as well as online, our audience could be anyone. 
I think about that as I plan content: what role does Lavender play 
as it is seen out in the wild? Does Lavender have “destigmatizing 
significance?” Can Lavender be a part of removing the disgraceful 
characterization of the GLBT community? Of same-sex couples? Of 
same-sex parent families? 

Absolutely. 

When we were working on this first Children & Family Quar- 
terly and I was considering the Rainbow Resources spread, I had a 
thought that we should incorporate some more child-like designs. 
You know, for all the kids reading Lavender. RAINBOWS AND UNI- 


CORNS AND GLITTER AND SCRAWLY HANDWRITING. And then 
I remembered that kids aren't really our audience. We can't be every- 
thing to everybody, but we can be something to everyone who knows 
kids. I include some very adult topics in our issues and we throw in 
some swear words, so we couldn't give ourselves a resounding kid- 
friendly rating. So, I kept my Backseat Art Director mouth shut and 
let the design fall how it may and it’s very “adult” and mature. I ap- 
prove. It suits the audience. 

And who is our audience? 

Anybody. 

There’s a difference between writing for an audience and recog- 
nizing who the audience actually is. 

While we don’t write for kids, I hope that kids do pick up Lavender 
and see all of the examples of how to be part of the GLBT community 
that we present. Sure, there might not be rainbows or unicorns to 
signify what they should pay attention to, but they’re savvy. They can 
figure out what applies to them and what doesn't. It may be in an obvi- 
ous way, or an abstract way, or both. If they find a children's book in 
this issue catches their eye, great. If their families look like Our Lav- 
ender Family in this issue, wonderful. But, if they read Nell's piece 
about how ridiculous Putin's anti-gay posturing is in Russia, even bet- 
ter. If they see themselves in any pages, ¿z any way, that's the best. 

If kids feel less disgrace because of seeing themselves in our 
pages, we have truly achieved something of “destigmatizing signifi- 
cance" that will have lasting, cross-generational impact. If being a me- 
dia platform of *destigmatizing significance" makes Lavender into the 
“gay propaganda" that Putin fears as having detrimental and negative 
impact on the children of Russia, then we are succeeding. If a kid sees 
in these pages that "It Gets Better," we are succeeding. 

Thank you for being part of the content that we package and re- 
present to the community, because the community-our wide audi- 
ence-needs to see itself. It needs to see how the stigmas are loos- 
ening and being left behind. And it needs to continue this work to 
ensure that they stay left behind. 


With you (and without disgrace), 


8 | LAVENDER | FEBRUARY 20-MARCH 5, 2014 


Your financial needs are unique. 


What a difference a year makes. Now, more than ever, you may 
benefit from professional financial advice and retirement planning. 
Learn how I can help you plan for your goals and put your dreams 
more within reach. 


Call me today at 952.857.1234 to get started. 


CHRISTOPHER D. BENTLEY, MBA, CFP° 
Financial Advisor • Vice President 


7601 France Ave South, Ste 300 

Edina, MN 55435 

952.857.1234 
christopher.bentley@ampf.com 
ameripriseadvisors.com/christopher.bentley 


Ameriprise @ 


Financial 


Ameriprise Financial is proud to be recognized with another perfect 
score on the Human Rights Campaign's Corporate Equality Index. 


Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA and SIPC. 
@ 2013 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved. 


Metropolitan j 


State University шип 


Choose 


* High-quality profession 
undergraduate and 
graduate programs 


e Instructors with ` 
real-world experi 


Apply early 
Fall application 
ends June 30 


choose.metrostate.edu 


Олайне Weddings 


> RJ KRAMER 


DESIGNS 


FLORAL ATMOSPHERE *ESSENCE 


Dream in Color 


www.tjkramer.com | 651-227-7091 $ 
Extraordinary Florals Since 1993 "a 


Q f ' 


1 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


Land of the Free, Home of Zero 
Tolerance for Diversity? 


I didn't watch the recent Super Bowl and its attendant commer- 
cials, and so was dumbfounded to read a number of violent reactions 
to Coca-Cola's ad, titled, “It's Beautiful,” in which people of different 
ethnicities sang parts of “America the Beautiful" in their native lan- 
guages. 

I watched the clip on the Internet, and the whole seemed rather 
sweet, almost pedestrian, not something to inflame the sensibilities, 
and, while there was praise, there were many: "Speak English or go 
home,” directives, and potential boycotters huffing, “Screwed up a 
beautiful song. No Coke for my family." 

Interestingly enough, while the ad also included two gay dads roll- 
er skating with their daughter-a GLBT Super Bowl first-they were 
trumped by the non-English card, even though some of the outraged 
displayed a less than firm grasp of their mother tongue: “Dear @ 
CocaCola : America the beautiful is sang in English. Piss off." (sic all) 

Others believe “America the Beautiful" is our national anthem. “F 
you coke the national anthem wasn't made for your gook and Mexi- 
can talking. STFU! Speak English;" and “@pepsi as long as you don't 
sing our national anthem in different languages, you have my vote 


over @CocaColaCo.” 

James Poniewozik of Time reminded that we do speak English in 
America, in most circumstances, but that “People like my immigrant 
mother and her immigrant sisters learn English as adults and raise their 
kids to speak it, and also speak French and Arabic at family get-togeth- 
ers and on phone calls. We speak English in school and Spanish with 
grandparents and Spanglish with friends. We speak Creole and Chinese 
and Tagalog sitting down to family dinners-maybe with a bottle or two 
of Coke around the table, which is why Coke is smart to recognize this." 

Look anywhere and you will discover diversity. The lyrics of 
“America the Beautiful" were written by Wellesley professor Kath- 
erine Lee Bates, whose book of sonnets, Yellow Clover: A Book of 
Remembrance, honors her love for Katherine Coman, with whom she 
lived for twenty-five years. 

I fear a regression into the kind of isolationism that imprisoned 
Native American children in missionary schools, forbidden to speak 
their language and barred from their culture. A homogenized, all- 
English, ethnicity-obliterated population would be a terrible loss on 
many levels. ш 


Some Long-term- 
Relationships Just 


Work 


kad 

e 

x ‘Bou + RB Honda = 
-term love affair 


|. Located 494/Lyndale 


\ 


rbhgnda.com » 61 2-0600832 
—T 


For special pricing, 
contact me directly, 
Jessica Moehlman 


General Sales Manager 


@ Richfield Bloomington Honda 


SALES HOURS 


Monday - Thursday: 9am-9pm 


Friday & Saturday: 9am-6pm 


HONDA 


SERVICE & PARTS HOURS 
Saturday: 6:30am - 5pm 
Friday (Parts): 6:30am-5:30pm 


Monday - Thursday: 6:30am-10pm 
Friday (Service): 6:30am-6pm 


400 W. 78th Street | Richfield, MN | 612.866.8832 | www.rbhonda.com 
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Get Engaged? 
Got Married? george 
New Addition to sawyer 


T) RINGS * PENDANTS * EARRINGS * BRACELETS * CUFFLINKS 
the family: | 


MADE IN MINNESOTA 


LINER S 


ANNOUNCEMENTS SECTION 


ONLY $100 


Announcement includes photo and up to 50 
Appears in print, online, iPad, and iPhone 
editions for 2 weeks. 


EAE SHEHERAZAD 


Galleria * 69th & France ° Edina 
952-926-2455 e www.sjewelers.com 


Open the door to a lender yoz can trust. 


| av.tasn " 


justin jones | brandon mocray 


DEBRA TREVICK, Mortgage Loan Originator 
612.719.2250 

debra.trevick@usbank.com 

NMLS #: 501967 


All of [T3 serving your us ban k 
usbank.com/mortgage 


Loan approval is subject to credit approval and program guidelines. Not all loan programs are available in all states for all loan amounts. 
EQUAL Housing Interest rates and program terms are subject to change without notice. Visit usbank.com to learn more about U.S. Bank products and 
LENDER services. Mortgage and Deposit products are offered by U.S. Bank National Association. @2013 U.S. Bank, Member FDIC. 


a quarterly style column 
for lavender magazine 


FREE LEGAL ` 
CONSULTATION ! 
| 


О Family Law / Divorce О Criminal Defense 
О Child Support О Business & Civil Litigation 
О Domestic Partnerships О Wills and Powers of Attorney 


Photo by Serah Sauser 


Twitter = lav fash 
Instagram = @lavfashofficial 
Facebook = Lav.fash Official 


Providing; ffordabila: legal services to the GLBT — since ‚ 1992 
Offices conveniently located at Highway 94 and Snelling Avenue 
gu [me =] === === Sn pu 
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LAVENDER LENS | PHOTOS BY SOPHIA HANTZES 


Photo by Sophia Hantzes 


Photo by Sophia Hantzes 


Photo by Sophia Hantzes V i by i E ~ "M ‘Sophia Hantzes 
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LAVENDER LENS | PHOTOS BY 
SOPHIA HANTZES 


CENTURY 
COLLEGE OPENS 
LGBTQ 
CENTER 


FEBRUARY 4, 2014 


Aging isn't easy. Q 
Caregiving doesn't need МС. 1 
to be hard. жег: 


Mid-sized Business 
If a loved one is getting older and needs care, 
Right at Home offers services for almost any 
situation. Our in-home care lets loved ones enjoy 
life in the comfort of a familiar environment. 
And it lets you concentrate on caring instead of 
caregiving. Give us a call and let us develop a 
Custom Care Plan for your loved one today. 


Right 
at 
Home: 


In Home Care & Assistance 


952.854.6122 
www.RAH-tc.net 


612.333.8181 m Gym & In-home Personal Training loscampeonesgym. com 


Steve Burns, Ph.D. 


Licensed Psychologist * 612-990-0649 


Hours by appointment Tuesday - Friday 


И. Й (м, “£ Convenient Midway Location 
Therapy Center 2324 University Ave. W., Suite 100 


jewelry 
home 
chocolate 


EMANUELA 
DUCA 


LavenderMagazine.com | 13 


CLOUTIER LAW OFFICES ра. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


OVER 24 YEARS OF LEGAL EXPERIENCE. 


* Family/Divorce/Custody * Injuries/Auto Accidents 
* Second Parent Adoption * Wills & Trusts 

* Domestic Partnerships/Dissolution • Probate 

* Prenuptial Agreements * Business Law 

* Sperm/Egg Donor Agreements * Employment Law 

* Gay Marriage Advice * Bankruptcy 


612.332.5100 


www.cloutier-law.com 
Elizabeth Cloutier 12 S. 6th St., Suite 225, Minneapolis, MN 
PFLAG Member FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 


LOUNGES: Bloomington * NE Minneapolis • Woodbury 
MALL KIOSKS: Burnsville * Roseville • Maplewood 
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"BEAR" WITH ME (WHILE I TELL YOU ABOUT)... 


ELDER ISOLATION IN THE LGBTO COMMUNITY – 
CONCERNS. RISKS. SOLUTIONS. 
Thursday, February 27 * 6-9pm 
The Center for Changing Lives * 2400 Park Ave. S., Minneapolis 
Seniors in the LGBTQ community face a far greater risk of isolation, 
discrimination and abuse that other members of their generation. Ac- 
cording to the 2012 Twin Cities LGBT Aging Needs Assessment Survey 
Report, they are more likely to live alone and less likely to have children 
to look after them as they age. LGBT elders are less likely to have a 
caregiver – yet ironically, are likely to be caregivers themselves. Even in 
our enlightened” society, all too many die alone, forgoing medical care 
in order to avoid humiliation and abuse. Little Brothers — Friends of the 
Elderly, in partnership with Prime Timers MSB, present a forum to raise 
awareness and explore solutions to the risks of elder isolation in the 
LGBTQ community. 
6pm: Showing of the award-winning documentary, Gen Silent 
7-9pm: Panel and discussion featuring: 
* Paul Bloom, Owner and CEO, Right at Home, Bloomington 
* Cathy Croghan, MPH, RN, co-author 2012 Twin Cities LGBT Ag- 
ing Needs 
Assessment Survey 
• Jay Haapala, Associate State Director-Community Outreach, 
AARP Minnesota 
* Tara Patet, Sr. Prosecutor, St. Paul City Attorney's Office 
• JulieSwitzer, MD, Director of Geriatric Orthopedic Trauma, Regions 
Hospital 
FREE admission and refreshments will be served. RSVP today: info@ 
littlebrothersmn.org or 612-746-0726. 


WILDE ROAST CAFE’S 10TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
March 1-10 

Wilde Roast Café * 65 Main St. SE, Minneapolis 

The Wilde Roast Cafe has been serving up great drinks and food to their 
neighbors in NE Minneapolis and across the Twin Cities for the last 
ten years. To celebrate their 10-year anniversary this March, they’ve 
announced a grand celebration party, writing contest, prizes, giveaways 
and special offers. 

The highlight of their celebration is a 10^ Anniversary Party on Thurs- 
day, March 6, 2014 from 8-10pm. The event will feature musical enter- 
tainment by local cabaret artist Erin Schwab with Jay Fuchs, a special 
menu with some of their most popular items, and guests will get a free 
glass of Wilde Punch. 

Each day from March 1-10, customers can stop in to the Wilde Roast 
Cafe and celebrate their anniversary with: 

* Free giveaways from 7-9am, 3-5pm and 9-11pm that include free 
coffee, gelato and muffins (while supplies last). 

e Scratch-off cards with a grand prize of a $250 Wilde Roast Cafe gift 
card, plus 50% off and buy one get one free deals, free coffee, and 
other exciting prizes (while supplies last). 

* 10 Belly Points per visit, which is twice the points of their normal 
rewards program. 

* Back for a limited time: Trinity College Tuna Melt and their fan- 
tastic Tuna Salad. 


March 17th (St. Patrick's Day): in honor of Oscar Wilde's Irish heri- 
tage, they'll be serving up a delicious Guinness Pie. 

The Wilde Roast Writing Contest: Share your Wilde Roast Cafe story 
- a memorable moment at the cafe, a great date, inspiration that struck 
over a latte... and win a $500 Wilde Roast Cafe Party! It can be an es- 
say, poem, or whatever format you'd like. Email your story to oscar 
wilderoastcafe.com with the subject line *My WRC Story". Entries will 
be posted on their Facebook page, and voted on by friends of the Wilde 
Roast Cafe. Stories are due March 1, 2014. 


| BY BARRY LEAVITT 


For more information, visit www.wilderoast- 
cafe.com. 


Thomas DeGree and Dean Schlaak, owners of 
Wilde Roast Café. Photo by E. Katie Holm 


Mad for Plaid Bowling 

Sunday, March 2 * 1:45-Apm 

Park Tavern * 3401 Louisiana Ave. S., St. 
Louis Park 

Join Human Rights Campaign (HRC) Twin 
Cities for this fun annual event wearing your 
favorite plaid attire while bowling for equal- 
ity! Registration includes 2 hours of bowling, 
shoe rental and a HRC membership (nor- 
mally $35)! Troll those closets or a thrift shop 
and wear your best plaid. Find your 70s poly- 
ester, 90s grunge, or your latest hipster out- 
fit. Search "Twin Cities Mad for Plaid Bowl- 
ing" on Facebook for more info and tickets. 


Stillwater Home & Garden Show 

Saturday, March 1 * 10am-3pm 
Rutherford Elementary School * 115 Ruther- 
ford Rd., Stillwater 

For the person who loves remodeling, gar- 
dening, do-it-yourself projects, it’s a great 
weekend for you. Not only is the Minneapolis 
Home & Garden Show going on February 26 
— March 2, but you can also head to the east 
metro on March 1 for the Stillwater Home & 
Garden Show. The event includes more than 
80 local exhibitors, helpful seminars, kid's ed- 
ucational activities, drawings, giveaways, and 
prizes. It's another great opportunity to expe- 
rience what's new for your home and garden 
in 2014. Visit www.stillwaterhomeshow.com 
for more information. B 


CELEBRATE MARRIAGE EQUALITY. 


Martin (Marty) L. Swaden, Attorney at Law 
(952) 832-5990 


7301 Ohms Lane, Ste. 550 
Swaden 70 ome tane 


LAW OFFICES, Р.А. www.Swaden.com 


Practice limited to Family Law including LGBTO 
Prenuptial Agreements and Mediation. 


Free 30 minute consultation. 36 years of legal experience. 


Listed in “The Best Lawyers in America,” 
Minnesota Superlawyer 
Voted top 40 Family Law attorneys in Minnesota 


Voted top 100 lawyers in Minnesota Bl Best Lawyers 


9 YOUR WEDDING..YOUR WAY 


NS = "v ee) ban 


ROU SS 
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Our staff of experts are waitingt to custom design your special event. 


*Full On-Site Catering Service 
* Variety of Menu Choices 
*Linens, China, Silver Place Settings 


а 


*Online Reservations One complimentary 
*PlayZone Hourly Child Care with Group Discounts — standard room with а 
*Group discount on Hotel rooms. 20 room pick-up. 


Contact the Hotel Convention Sales Department ¢ 1.800. WIN.CASH, Ext. 8011 | 


39375 County Hwy 24 * Morton, MN * 1.800. WIN.CASH 
jackpotjunction.com * dacotahridge.com по 


JILLIAN 


Mayimize yor Lit MICHAELS 


A UNIQUE 


LIVE EXPERIENCE 


SHARING 
HER KEYS TO 
HEALTH, 
SUCCESS & 
HAPPINESS 


_. IN PERSON: State Theatre Box 
Office (no service fees) 
or any Ticketmaster location 


j BY PHONE: 800.982.2787 
Sponsored by (< ONLINE: HennepinTheatreTrust.org 
Curves 


Produced by p epchips 


EMPOWERED FITFLISIUN... 


WORKOUT ANYTIME ANYWHERE 


Pantage Theatre 
MINNEAPOLIS 


PRESENTED BY 
HENNEPIN THEATRE TRUST 


ORPHEUM * STATE * PANTAGES x NEW CENTURY 


www.JillianMichaelsLive.com 
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OUR SCENE 


ARTS & CULTURE | SPOTLIGHT | BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


luciana achugar of Otro Teatro. Photo by Gene Pittman Walker Art Center 


ASHLAND 

Through Feb. 22 

Illusion Theater 

528 Hennepin Av., Mpls. 
www.illusiontheater.org 


The Dust Bowl that occurred during the Great Depression of 
the 1930s was a natural cataclysm that had dreadful human and 
economic consequences. When mechanized farming techniques 
took root in the previous decade, five million acres that had never 
been farmed were plowed. Overproduction of wheat and not plant- 
ing drought-resistant grasses led to low market prices, erosion, and 
the loss of topsoil. Spectacular dust storms destroyed property as 
well as injured and killed people and livestock. 

The Transatlantic Love Affair troupe has revived their com- 
pelling 2012 Minnesota Fringe Festival smash, Ashland, which 
observes the toll the Dust Bowl took. This beguiling production 
has been conceived and directed by Diogo Lopes. His ensemble of 
actors physicalize people of the time and use their voices to portray 
the sounds of nature. Since it's part of Illusion Theater's Lights Up 
series, this Dust Bowl mini-epic has been expanded with scenes 
that dig deeper into both the ecological and economic elements that 
traumatized the central part of the United States. Not to be missed. 


son, David, played lovingly by Will 
Forte, tries to stop him, but when 
he sees he cannot break through 
his father's delusion, being the 
sweetheart that he is, he takes off 
work and drives him there. 

En route, they stop in Haw- 
thorne, Nebraska, where Woody 
grew up. The place is economical- 
ly tattered and Woody's relatives 
are absurdly mediocre. Payne's 
wonderfully goofy cast ruthlessly 
reveals the pettiness, jealousy, and 
disinterest in the world around 
them, incapacity for compassion, 
and obsession with money that are 
too often politely ignored when we 
chat about small town and rural 
America. (I can hear Ed Schulz 
and Rush Limbaugh puffing up as 
I write this.) What's also interest- 
ing is that the film doesn't even 
have to even peek into issues like 
meth, local political corruption, 
or religious extremities-tried and 
true staples of small town and 
rural America-to give us piercing 
satire. It questions the core values 
of what's thought of as the salt-of- 
the-earth Midwesterner. 


Y 


Ashland. Photo courtesy of the 
Minnesota Fringe Festival 


NEBRASKA 


Area Movie Theaters 


If you ever get sick of the way national media talkers from 
Ed Schulz on the Left to any number of far-out cats on the Right 
wax sentimental about the American 'Heartland,' then Alexander 
Payne's new comic masterwork, Nebraska, is the film for you. 
The splendid Bruce Dern plays Woody Grant, a partially senile 
senior citizen who thinks he has won a Publisher's Clearinghouse 
type of sweepstakes. So he starts walking to Lincoln, Nebraska, 
where the swindler's office is located to collect his fortune. His 


Bob Nelson's brilliant original 
script contains one of the brassiest 
characters to come along in a film 
in quite a while: Woody's graphi- 
cally verbal wife, Kate, is given a 
knockout portrayal worthy of an 
Oscar by June Squibb. She turns 
any stereotypes about seniors 
on their head like few characters 
you've ever seen. 

Of course, there ave awesome 
people in the Heartland! No doubt 
about it! But sentimentalizing them 
isn't honoring them. And satirizing 
the mediocrities who so often make 
the awesome rural and small town 
folks' lives hell is a good thing. Two 
of Woody's couch potato nephews, 
played perfectly by Tim Driscoll 
and Devin Ratray, exemplify the 
young American man who lives in 


alittle boy's world with little boy 
misinterpretations of how things 
work. They're priceless in a disgust- 
ing kind of way. Moreover, Phedon 
Papamichael’s black and white 
cinematography of the Great Plains 
and human interaction on them is 
an awe-inspiring vision reminiscent 
of Hud and The Last Picture Show. 
Mark Orton's music is sublime. 


OTRO TEATRO 

Feb. 27 - Mar. 1 

Walker Art Center 

1750 Hennepin Av., Mpls. 
(612) 375-7600 
www.walkerart.org 


Just a brief note before I pro- 
ceed. The Walker Art Center was a 
place that was very special and dear 
to the late great ‘Joan of Art,’ Joan 
Mondale. When recognizing what 
a mecca the Twin Cities are, you 
must acknowledge her for being an 
engine in creating and developing 
the Twin Cities as a kind of Athens 
of the North, a mecca for artistry 
and education. She was central in 
the growth and development of the 
Walker Art Center. In the years of 
Mrs. Mondale’s life, the Walker 
expanded its programming so it 
could reflect global trends that 
otherwise would not have ever been 
available to the state and the region, 
as well as being inclusive of smaller 
area arts organizations and com- 
missions that combine local artists 
and those from beyond the region. 
What we could call contemporary 
tradition and innovation have made 
the Walker the most important art 
center between Chicago and the 
west coast. 

luciana achugar’s Otro Teatro is 
an example of such partnerships. 
Senior Performing Arts Curator 
Philip Bither relates: “Travers- 
ing the lines between human 
and animal, performance and 
ritual, past and future, spectator 
and participant, luciana has created 
a distinctive and powerful brand 
of performance theater, one that 
utilizes the human body and the 
human voice as core elements. 
achugar’s comical, virtuosic Molton 
Substance was one of the standout 
hits of the recent Zenon’s 30th 
Anniversary season and it led them 
to want to work together again. 

Our upcoming world premier Otro 
Teatro, takes the fantastic Zenon 
dancers-and other key members of 


16 | LAVENDER | FEBRUARY 20-MARCH 5, 2014 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 18 => 


tap dat 


app 


Free iOS download 
available now. 


7704002445 


RADIO 1 


Real College Radio 


| av Tas 


justin jones | brandon mccray 


a quarterly style column 
for lavender magazine 
03.06.14 


Photo by Serah Sauser 


Live at 
Orche etr: 


Ali 
SON 


West Side Story? Associates*" presents 


West Side Story 


Film with the Minnesota Orchestra, Live! 
Fri Feb 28 & Sat Mar 1 8pm 


Sarah Hicks, conductor 


Leonard Bernstein's electrifying score is 
performed live while the newly remastered 
film is shown in glorious high definition. 


West Side Story € 1961 Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Studios Inc. 
All rights reserved. € A.M.PA.S. 


MINNESOTA 
ORCHESTRA 


CHRIS BOTTI 


MATTHEW MORRISON 


Chris Botti: Impressions 
Thu Mar 20 & Fri Mar 21 8pm 


The world's top-selling jazz instrumentalist 
performs highlights from his latest release, 
the Grammy Award-winning Impressions. 


Matthew Morrison of Glee 
with the Minnesota Orchestra 


Sat Apr 5 8pm 
Sarah Hicks, conductor 


Morrison and our dazzling Orchestra 
perform in a concert Gleeks—and their 
parents—will love! 


Orchestra Hall / 612.371.5656 / minnesotaorchestra.org 
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LIGHT 


our local dance and performance communities-as well as her own 
NYC company members into previously uncharted, provocative ter- 
ritories of intensity and interactivity. It is clear to me why so many 
on the contemporary New York dance scene consider luciana to be 
one of the under-recognized iconoclasts of our time." 


PRINTS 

Through Mar. 8 

Minneapolis Theatre Garage 
711 W. Franklin, Mpls. 
www.torchtheater.com 


Director Craig Johnson reflects, “When John Middleton brought 
his script, Prints, to Torch Theater, artistic director Stacia Rice and 
I immediately recognized in it the same qualities that John brings 
to his acting-sly wit, great theater smarts, a quiet passion lurking 
beneath the surface, and a strong moral vision. Prints combines 
local history like the Minnesota kidnapping of William Hamm, Jr. 
in 1933 with real-life gangsters, Creepy Karpis and Ma Barker, plus 
the young J. Edgar Hoover and a couple of intrepid investigative 
reporters in hot pursuit. I loved how John spins the tale with the 
snap and breathless pace of great Hollywood movies of the period т ШР. mmm ill ый 93 
like The Thin Man and The Front Page. It's the first time Torch has | - A i WM, ЖЩ (UA y 
produced a new play, and we're excited to have it be Prints." à == к= == — 


With all the Depression Era crime references, you can imagine ——— 


that Middleton has been influenced by film noir. He shares, “As а 
kid growing up in Wisconsin I absorbed a lot of terrible advice from 
those movies about smoking cigarettes and drinking whiskey and 
facing dangerous situations with a smart remark. But, more con- 
structively, I grew up loving the way grownups talked in those films. 
It was funny and muscular and absurd and a little dangerous. It 
wasn't proper. It was the language of crooked cops and goodhearted 
crooks, prostitutes and bums, dock workers, taxi drivers, bartend- 
ers, lushes, and losers. But in the hands of people like Dashiell 
Hammet and Raymond Chandler and in the mouths of people like 
Humphrey Bogart and Myrna Loy, it was music. It was a thrilling 
jumble-energetic, playful, and very American." 


Prints. Photo Thomas Sandelands 


Tristan & Yseult. Photo by Steve Tanner 


THE SUN SERPENT 
Through Mar. 22 

Mixed Blood Theatre's Alan 
Page Auditorium 

1501 S. 4th St., Mpls. 
www.mixedblood.com 


The arrival of the Spanish in 
Mexico is one of the most conse- 
quential events in history. Colossal 
on a scale comparable to the sack of 
Troy or the bombing of Hiroshima. 
When Hernando Cortes and his 
conquistadors arrived, many Aztecs 
thought he was Quetzalcoatl, the 
Sun Serpent superbeing who would 
free them from the tyranny of Mon- 
tezuma. A classic case of rejecting 
the devil you know for the devil you 
don't know. Playwright Jose Cruz 
Gonzalez tells the story through 
the eyes of two brothers who take 
opposing sides. 

Director Rachel Bowditch 
explains that “The Sun Serpent is 
the result of a two-year devising 
process from idea to script. Embed- 
ded within the macro story of the 
conquest is the intimate story of a 
boy and his brother who are forced 
to take sides-one brother joining 
against the Aztecs and the other 
fighting to preserve the memory of 
his ancestors and culture that was 
being brutally erased. The unique 
challenge of staging such an epic 
tale is to create a magical theatrical 
universe where the children are 
transported into another world." 


TRISTAN & YSEULT 
Through Mar. 23 
Guthrie Theater 
818 So. 2nd St., Mpls. 
www.guthrietheater.org 
Before King Arthur, there was 
Tristan. His adulterous love for 
Yseult and the cuckolding of her 
husband, King Mark, is one of the 
towering medieval epic stories. 
However, there are so many ver- 
sions of the story that it's difficult 
to know just what the original 
narrative was in specifics. The love 
potion the lovers ingest, in some 
versions, lasts their lifetimes and, in 
others, it wears off over time. So it 
seems a likely choice for adaptation 
by the funloving postmodern Knee- 
high troupe from Great Britain 
whose international tour of their 
adaptation now plays the Guthrie. 
Kneehigh loves to fiddle around 
with interpretations of classic 
stories. For example, their spin on 
the Cornwall tale gives us the music 
of Nick Cave, aerial antics, and bin- 
oculars. In recent years, Kneehigh 
played the Guthrie with a dizzying 
take on Noel Coward's Brief Encoun- 
ter. Local audiences and critics loved 
it and Tristan & Yseult promises 
to be as good or better. Reviews in 
the UK have been borderline raves. 
Their presence at the Guthrie is a 
great example of the Big G's com- 
mitment to making excellent work 
from overseas available as part of 
the regular season. 
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“Drop: -dead funny." 


` Jones, Chicago Tribune 


PERFORMING B: T ы T? HITS 


EVERY BEST #122 ABILITY 


OPENS FEBRUARY 21 


NEW CENTURY THEATRE - STREET LEVEL AT CITY CENTER 


INPERSON: New Gentury Theatre (no service fees) 
BOX OFFICE:612.455.9501 Groups 10+ save! 612.455.9525 
„onune Hennepin Theatre Trust.org 


7 days a week! 
3-6pm and 9pm-1am 
$1 Off All Bottled Beer & Cocktails · 
$5 Off All Buckets O' Beer з RN 
$2 Off АП Burgers After 9pm E 
Enjoy $3 Martinis During Happy Hour Š 
on Monday & Tuesdays! 3 
**Not applicable during Xcel Energy Center events 


e eedem cbs em val а ermoes.com 
200 Wiss Tih Sive | Seine Paw, MEE Eb | 651:222191007 


iw One 
VODKA 


presents 
o O 
О LAVENDER'S 


7 FIRST -° 
PEST 4 


The Twin Cities GLBT Community Happy Hour 


also sponsored by: 


J.HILBURN (Qj vessenu а KRAMER 


WHEN Thursday, March 6 
TIME 5:30 - 8:00 PM 
COST FREE 


WHERE Loring Kitchen & Bar 
1359 Willow St. « Minneapolis 
FREE Valet Parking 


LORING KITCHEN & BAR 


Enjoy Complimentary 

Hors d'oeuvres, Drink Specials, 
and a chance to register to 
Win Great Prizes! 

Come as you are - no dress code. 


FOUNDING HOST 
PARTNER ORGANIZATION 
HRC Twin Cities 


HOST ORGANIZATIONS 
Project 515, OutFront Minnesota, 
PFund,Minneapolis Movie Bears, 


TCGMC, Twin Cities Pride, 


North Country Bears, 
Prime Timers MSP 
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OUR SCENE 


TASTE BUDS WITH PAT EVANS | PHOTOS BY HUBERT BONNET 


coup d'état 


Overthrowing Uptown (from left): Jacob Toledo (J.T.), Owner; Nick 
O'Leary, Chef/Owner; and Tyler Shipton, Chef/Owner. 


UPTOWN'S CLASSY COUP 


When I moved to the Twin Cities 20 years ago, I can't believe it's been 
that long, one of the first places I felt at home was Uptown. From the diver- 
sity of food to its eclectic people, I felt the vibe. But, like some love affairs, 
over the years, passion cooled and we grew apart. The new and welcom- 
ing coup d'état could very well change that. 

Even before you take a bite of the French- and Mediterranean-in- 
spired food, there is something satisfying about this fresh addition to the 
Minneapolis restaurant and bar scene. The place is gorgeous. Tall ceilings 


with spectacular sparkling chandeliers, herringbone wood floors, and a gi- 
ant 25-wide chalkboard menu spread high above the open kitchen are jaw- 
dropping. Think upscale French café but not too fussy. 

“We wanted this to be approachable but different," co-owner Jacob 
Toledo tells me. “When someone says, ‘Oh my god, that bone marrow is 
amazing,’ I know we have hit it. We wanted to mix comfort foods with small 
special things that everyone can share." 

Being at the corner of Girard and Lagoon Avenues is kind of a déjà vu 
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11:00am “til 2:00am Daily 
Dine-in 
& Carry-out 
(612) 872-0578 


FONDUE FANATIC 
APPRECIATION 


A hearty thumbs up to you for all the dipping you do. 


March 10-13, 2014 


An American Restaurant 


Our customers do so much for us, 
COMPLIMENTARY so we think you deserve something Congratulations Minnesota for 
C H Ü C OLATE good in return. We're giving our passing the Marriage Equality Law! 
Fondue Fanatics a free chocolate - : 
FONDUE fondue with the purchase of any : `. wa 


with each individual individual entrée.* Just say 

eee purchase: “Fondue Fanatic” when you call, 

and dessert is on us. It's the least 
we can do for you. 


Melting Pot. d 
b — i Tryg's American Restaurant would like to host your wedding 
a fondue restaurant " em 
liia. йй events. Please visit trygs.com or call 612-920-7777 
to book your events. 
RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED I (612) 338-9900 
MINNEAPOLIS | MELTINGPOT.COM 3118 West Lake Street | Minneapolis | 612.920.7777 | trygs.com 


*Some restrictions apply. See store for details or restrictions. 
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WITH PAT EVANS 


е“ 1. Good to the bone: Adventurous "foodies" can't miss the Bone Marrow. Huge cow bones with their marrow E <, І É h 
are a smokey surprise, covered in a gremolata of parsley, garlic, lemon zest, and salt. Smear it on toasted bread i 


coc, and share! 2. Not your Grandma's recipe: Another tasty bite is the Deviled Eggs. The eggs are accompanied by 
smoked caviar-tasting trout eggs hit with a touch of cumin salt and a dash of lemon and dill. 3. Tuna crudo— 
sushi grade thin sliced fish appetizer 4. Simply good: Thin-crust Pepperoni Pizza is almost like a flatbread. Loved 
how it was heaped with gooey mozzarella, parmesan, and a tasty sauce. 


` 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 


22 | LAVENDER | FEBRUARY 20-MARCH 5, 2014 


UNBEATABLE 


| UNPARALLELED 
Kur Орао UNBELIEVABLE 


THAT'S THE 
LIQUOR BOY WAY 


— WINE & SPIRITS — 


ACROSS FROM THE WEST END 
NEXT TO COSTCO & HOME DEPOT 


5620 CEDAR LAKE ROAD « ST. LOUIS PARK 
952-512-2200 • LIQUOR-BOY.COM 


Hennepin € West 26th Minneapolis 612.874.0481 Selby € Dale Saint Paul 651.221.9140 


LORING 


KITCHEN ВАК 


www.LoRiNcGKiTCHEN.COM 


[612] 843 0400 * 1359 WILLOW STREET * MINNEAPOLIS 
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WITH PAT EVANS 


Pat, Jesse, and Luke...the "Not As Cool 
Hand Luke" cocktail. 


Rolle and Tyler Shipton. 

Cocktail maestro Jesse Held has also 
made the move. "We're not as booze- 
forward over here," he said while stirring 
up “Not As Cool Hand Luke,” a reinter- 
preted whiskey sour. “Our easy drinking 
menu is more seasonal, and we'll offer 
aperitif and wines along with cocktails. 
But you can still get an Old Fashioned 
here,” referring to a Parlour favorite. 

When spring finally arrives, you'll 
be able to sip those cocktails outside. 
There's outdoor seating on two levels, 
all the better to take in the changing Up- 
town scene. Now can you understand 
why I think this love affair just might be 
rekindled after all? 


experience for Toledo and his business 
partner, Brent Frederick. They were 
managing partners of Cowboy Slim's 
which stood on the same site. (Campi- 
ello before Slim’s.) That experience 
helped them cut their teeth for their 
next acclaimed ventures, the upscale 
Borough and Parlour in the North Loop. 
Many of the same people who helped 
them make that a success have traveled 
to Uptown, clearly hoping the magic fol- 
lows them. 

“We are keeping the same high qual- 
ity of food and ingredients and attention 
to detail as Borough, but delivering it in a 
fun and relaxed atmosphere," Chef Nick 
O'Leary explained. “We want everyone 
to feel comfortable coming in to relax 
over great food and drinks no matter if 
you are casual in shorts and a t-shirt or 
dressed up for the evening." O'Leary is 
part of the kitchen triumvirate which also 
includes Twin Cities culinary stars Joe 


cout d'état 

2923 Girard Ave S. 

4 p.m. - 2:00 a.m. 
612-354-3575 
www.coupdetatmpls.com 
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Good To Know: Seating up to 300. * Coming soon: A walk-up window for takeaway food. * Have a larger group? Check out the very cool 
corner space that will make you feel like you're in a French country estate. The fireplace and candle-filled wall are the backdrop for two long 
tables that can accommodate about 40. 
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"Minnesota's most 
amazing wedding 
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,Venue. 
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An Enchanting Event Center 
in a Historic Barn 


e Z 


Concept to clean up, we apply everything we know about preparing and serving 


award-winning food to make your event a success. Looking for something a little 
different? Just ask. We specialize in special requests. For groups ofall sizes, б 
ои am reate beautiful memories in this 
Green Mill Catering caters to your every need. М д И 
lovingly restored historic barn 
amongst crystal and candlelight 
А 14150 Pioneer Trail chandeliers, antique jukeboxes, 
2012 DOUBLE DIAMOND Eu Eden Prairie an extravagant Italian fountain, 
AWARD WINNER x Schedule a visit: old fashioned player pianos and 
- 952-942-5220 artwork. The character and charm 
GreenAcresEventCentercom jg complemented with modern 
>, 2 х 2 
M. conveniences making it perfect for 
Green Mill 
à Award-winning food by = events all year round. 
Contact us at 651-203-3100 or catering@greenmill.com for more information. 
greenmillcatering.com Top Pick by Minnesota Bride Magazine! pongas 


Mississippi Market 


Natural Foods Co-op 
www.msmarket.coop 


NN. XN V 


May Plant Sale 


1500 West 7th St. St. Paul 
Organic & local starts 


veggies, annuals, perennials BETTER THAN < ivs t kis 5 


(оре Day 


DIAMONDS 
6 Twin Cities Locations 
including West End! 
www.weddingdaydiamonds.com 
$100 off your wedding band purchase of $500 or more! Use Promo Code: LVD100 


*Offer valid in store and onine. Not valid on previous purchases, trade ins, Simon G, Verragio, loose diamonds, semi-mounts or fashion 
jewelry. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Limit one per couple. 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 25 


mr 
^ Aer Von UR 
dd 


OUR SCENE 


TRAVEL | BY CARLA WALDEMAR 


- 
из James IT 


^ rome Maid 
LA Martio: 
' "N 


Louisville skyline. Photo courtesy of istockphoto.com 
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Louisville 


WHERE QUEER IS DEAR 


"Tm James, and ГЇЇ be your God,” drawled the leader of Churchill 
Downs’ backside tour in honeyed southern tones. Why not? For wor- 
shipers of horse racing, Louisville—the track’s home—has long been 
synonymous with heaven. 

The city’s also the Holy See of Bourbon, with legendary distill- 
eries dotting the bluegrass countryside, a new distillery smack-dab 
in the middle of Main Street with three more soon to follow, and an 
Urban Bourbon Trail saluting bars and cafés that carry upwards of 
150 labels. The two unite on Derby Day, watching the race sipping a 
Mint Julep, as James, our god—er, guide, extolled. 

Bourbon also spikes (pardon me) the city’s quirky arts scene, if you 
count the sculpture of Jesus in a Jim Beam bottle entitled “Holy Spirit” 
at the Kentucky Museum of Art and Craft, which also gives homage to 
its food culture via a party dress sewn of Dum Dum wrappers. 

In a red state, Louisville is a welcome palette of blue: diverse, ac- 
cepting, creative. Main Street’s Museum Row includes the gallery 
in the 21C Hotel, which makes our own Graves look like a Howard 
Johnson (five-foot pink penguins in the halls and Michelangelo’s 
supersized, full-frontal David on the sidewalk). The installation of 
fabric seagulls above its restaurant tables bears the title “What the 
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Flock?”—a fact I noted while swooning over its cheese grits, easily 
the best in the galaxy. Oh, and at nearby Actors Theater, home of the 
renowned Humana Festival for New Plays (debuts by playwrights 
worldwide, including, in years past, our own Dominique Serrand 
and Kevin Kling) an über-bawdy, sublimely delicious presentation 
of Tom Jones involved a lot of likker, maybe closer to moonshine 
than Bourbon, but Louisville does that, too. Cafés like Hillbilly Tea 
not only serve moonshine, but moonshine By. The. Flight. along 
with Bourbon bread pudding, pulled pork on ’pone, and roadkill 
stew; also, liver pâté on bacon toast with basil-braised figs, proving 
even hillbillies subscribe to Saveur. 

Anyone who aspires to be a distiller can take lessons (classes for 
mere enthusiasts, too) at Distilled Spirits Epicenter's Moonshine Uni- 
versity. Those (read: everyone) eager to learn how Bourbon's made 
and the proper tasting method can tour the brand-new Evan Williams 
Distillery on Main Street—maker of the world’s second-highest seller, 
Heaven Hill—to sniff, swirl, swallow, and evaluate at the old-time bar. 

Bourbon—well, the barrels, anyway—lend themselves to micro- 
brewing soy sauce at Bourbon Barrel Foods (find their smoked 
seasonings at Kitchen Window), whose soy and Kentuckiyaki are in 
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(From left) Bourbon tasting room at the brand-new Evan Williams Distillery. Photo courtesy of the Louisville Convention Bureau; Col. Sanders, one of the town heroes. Photo by Carla 
Waldemar; Derby at Churchill Downs. Photo courtesy of the Louisville Convention Bureau. 


demand by the rock-star chefs of the land. Why, I asked proprietor 
Matt Jamie, is Southern food so hot right now? (A restaurant cannot 
open without pork belly on the menu, right?) The renaissance, says 
Matt, is fueled by three factors: “It’s comfort food, it's easy, and it's 
not expensive—no prime cuts of meat involved. The recipes are our 
history and heritage," he underscores, instructing me to eat at Wag- 
ner's, a short-order dive aside Churchill Downs since 1928. There, 
after watching the morning's workout—so close to the track you can 
hear every thump, every snort—I ogled trainers and their groupies 
while shoveling biscuits and gravy into my mouth at Derby speed. 

Bourbon lends itself to pork—in Louisville, as inseparable as ham 
and eggs or PBJ. To acclimatize your tastebuds, sign on for the new 
Louisville Food Tour (LouisvilleFoodTour.com), which walks foodies 
through Nu Lu which was, until recently, vagrants' turf, but now re- 
claimed by forward galleries, indie boutiques, and chef-driven cafés. 
We stop at six of those artisanal kitchens for samplings with a side of 
backstory. Against the Grain, a brewpub, proffered pork belly on a 
stick with Kentucky sorghum, atop white bean purée with cornbread 
crumbles and a glass of Citra Ass Down Ale. 

At Wiltshire, Chef John Exon, who cooks for eight tables, ex- 
plains, “My food is very personal—lots of confits and braises," like 
the pork belly he plates with fried rice and kimchee. Le Coup, a clas- 
sic French bistro of 42 seats, is where Chef Bobby Bergman slow- 
cooks his pork belly for a week, then bakes it three more days “so 
the fat can penetrate." (Thanks for sharing.) His "lard de maison" is a 
fancy name for pork belly with sweet potatoes, and it's yummy. So is a 
signature salad of Bourbon pecans and blue-cheese ice cream, which 
we savored with a sip of his Versailles cocktail: Bourbon, ginger li- 
queur, sweet vermouth, and lemon. Rye, its neighbor, caused me to 
swoon at the mere sight of pork belly toast on the menu. Nearby, 
Decca (vintage vinyl for sale upstairs and live music below) offers a 
wood-grilled pork chop, but I held out for even humbler fare: braised 
beef cheek over cavatelli noodles showered with buttermilk ricotta; a 
Parmesan risotto centered with an ultra-fresh farm egg; and shrimp 
atop polenta, just a fancy name for luscious grits. The Garage Bar— 


just as anti-schmancy as it sounds—scores with a ham bar: tastings of 
four pig producers, as well as pork meatballs and pancetta flavoring 
its brick-oven pizzas. 

Steer over to Bardstown Road—another fab food trail—to Seviche, 
for Latin influences punctuating Kentucky products, like 24-hour pork 
belly with Bourbon and sorghum; fried green tomatoes with habane- 
ros; and a signature tuna seviche with bluegrass soy and Bourbon. 

Okay, okay: Man cannot live by the underbelly alone. Time to 
spruce up for a visit to 610 Magnolia, where Chef Edward Lee (a 
James Beard kinda guy) provides a tasting menu of local viands- 
gone-elite. Our Wayzata-born server (“It just got too cold there") 
whispered, as if offering cocaine on the sly, that the café had just 
scored a rare allotment of Pappy van Winkel Bourbon. Would I like to 
try it? (Is the Pope Catholic?) Sublimely smooth, with just a drop of 
"branch" (water). It ushered in a starter of frog leg confit with water- 
cress pistou and a 68-degree egg, while my pals whimpered over lan- 
goustines with uni tongue (I didn't know, either: a shellfish of sorts) 
and fingerlings with potato foam. Next, chestnut-ricotta agnolotti with 
chestnuts, pumpkin seeds, sage, and—huh?—banana. 

My coffee-rubbed venison sported smoked sweet potatoes, while 
my pals' pork loin saluted autumn with squash, sunchokes, and kale. 
While they enjoyed apple cake with butterscotch and thyme gelée, 
Granny Smith ice cream, and (!) bacon powder, I dared the foie gras 
sponge cake with fig purée, fig-balsamic ice cream, and sorrel. At 
Sunday brunch at the grande-dame Seelbach Hotel (E. Scott Fitzger- 
ald and Al Capone both beat me to it), I feasted on oysters, lamb 
chops with artichokes, duck in mole sauce, and Bourbon bread pud- 
ding, along with an amber glass of Angel's Envy, a foretaste of the 
next distillery to open downtown. 

Seems like there's a James Beard chef on every corner, but they're 
not the only local heroes Louisville boasts. There's the Slugger Muse- 
um (batter up!) and one devoted to hometown slugger, Muhammad 
Ali. Another homeboy gets his due in the town cemetery, where a yel- 
low line on the pavement leads to the grave of its patron saint, KFC's 
Col. Sanders. Visit www.gotolouisville.com and come hungry. B 


GAY TIDINGS 


BARS: Any and every. Diversity is cherished in this town. Some outstanding hangouts: The Connection—clearly the biggest, baddest, with perform- 
ers and dancing Tryangles: laidback—shoot pool, grab a drink Teddy Bear's: intimate, for the mature crowd Nowhere Bar: newest on the party scene 
Purrswaytions: lesbians rule Magnolia: low-key and relaxing SHOP: 8 new boutiques favoring local artisans in SoFo, South on Fourth; chic menswear 
at The Leading Man and Gifthorse. HOTELS: 21C: welcoming; annual Drag Queen Brunch in December Vu: by the owner of The Connection, a 4-acre 
compound (pool, spa) in a converted tobacco warehouse, slated to open in 2014 EVENTS: A Cher tour stop in June 
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OUR SCENE 


SPORTS | PLAYING FOR THE OTHER TEAM | BY NELL GELHAUS 


utin's Follie 


We're up all night ‘til the sun 
We're up all night to get some 
We're up all night for good fun 
We're up all night to get lucky. 


Nope, no gay undertones here. Especially not when sung by the 
Russian Gay Men's Chorus, excuse me, the Russian Ministry of In- 
ternal Affairs. I must admit, in the final days leading up to the Open- 
ing Ceremony of the 2014 Sochi Winter Olympic Games, I was filled 
with a sense of dread and apprehension. Something was going to 
happen. I didn't know what, but I could feel it coming. There were 
threats of terrorism from various extremist groups, anxiety amongst 
GLBT athletes and fans about their welcome, and general unease as 
to whether Sochi was ready to host, with buildings and bathrooms 
incomplete and streets unpaved. 

Something happened all right. The Russian Police Choir sang Daft 
Punk. In full military uniform. 

Was it just me, or did the scene slightly resemble Captain Von 
Trapp singing “Edelweiss” at the end of The Sound of Music? You 
know, onstage at the Salzburg Music Festival while the Nazis waited 
for him, right before escaping with his family to Switzerland? Of 
course you do, I know my audience. 

The men sure looked nervous, and I don't blame them. One 
wrong flick of the wrist, one sinful hip swivel, and they might have 
been whisked offstage. I’m surprised they didn't promptly all arrest 
each other for violating the Gay Propaganda Law. Weirdo mustached 
man, at least, was definitely looking to get violated. Seriously. You- 
Tube it. 

Next up, Swan Lake. Sochi Mayor Anatoly Pakhomov had insist- 
ed that Sochi had no gay people. Um, I just found them all. 

The headlines screamed “Sorry Vlad, That Was the Gayest Open- 
ing Ceremony Ever,” (Slate Magazine) and “Putin’s Way-Gay Open- 
ing Ceremony" (Daily Beast). Then, the world let out a collective 
sigh of relief, and the Games were underway as normal. As normal 
as could be, anyway, with animal activist groups descending upon the 
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city to gather up and save all the stray dogs the Russian government 
had begun to euthanize. (As far as I could tell, this angered the GLBT 
community as much, if not more than oppressing the gays. Nothing 
gets lesbians riled up faster than hurting puppies.) 

Minnesotan Olympians have been successful in making their 
presence known in numerous events, including hockey, curling, 
and skiing. USA women's hockey boasts five current or former Go- 
phers, including current NCAA Player of the Year Amanda Kessel 
(whose brother Phil is a forward for the men's hockey team) and as 
of press time has defeated Finland and Switzerland, which pits them 
off against long-time rival and defending gold medal winner Canada. 

Seven out gay athletes are competing in Sochi as well, all of whom 
are women. Ahem. Looking at you, men's figure skating. Thank- 
fully, former Olympian Johnny Weir remains true to self, attracting at- 
tention wearing a new fabulous and flamboyant outfit each day while 
serving as an analyst and commentator. Ireen Wüst, a speedskater 
from the Netherlands became the first out athlete to medal, winning 
Gold in the 3000 meters. 

The Games will be wrapping up by the time this column hits the 
stands, and, knock on wood, the worries of a scary “something” hap- 
pening never materialized. Unless, of course, you're Bob Costas. 
Whatever is going on in his eyeballs is pretty scary. To small children 
watching television. Go home, Bob. You're drunk. 

As the games continue, the rest of the world has moved on to new- 
er stories, including that of a star college football player predicted to 
be drafted high in May's NFL draft who shocked the sporting world 
by announcing he is gay. More on the impact of his decision to foot- 
ball and the GLBT community in the next issue. In the meantime, ГЇЇ 
continue watching Putin's Totally Not Gay Olympics, and hope that 
the Americans and the lezzies continue to “Get Lucky." m 
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BAR & CLUBS | BAROMETER | BY GEORGE HOLDGRAFER 


Gay 90's Trans Exotica Celebrates 
One-Year Anniversary 


WEEKLY WEDNESDAY EVENT IS UNIQUE LOCALLY AND NATIONALLY 


Trans Exotica, a weekly event every Wednesday, 9 PM-2 AM, in 
the Men's Room bar downstairs at the Gay 90's in Downtown Min- 
neapolis, celebrates its one-year anniversary in March. It's open to 
all ages 18 and up. 

According to director Brandonna Dupri LaReese, who is also the 
bartender for the evening, Trans Exotica is “the only trans girl ex- 
otic dancer night in the Twin Cities"—and indeed nationwide. She 
notes that the *Rated X" event is ^where fantasy and fetish become 
reality." It stars La Reese, Christina, Monica, Rere, and Vanessa. 

As LaReese points out, "It's all about the trans community in the 
Twin Cities. We wanted to provide a place for all trans people and 
friends to feel welcome and socialize in a fun space." 

LaReese is also show director of Eggs ’n’ Drag, a brunch and 
drag show Sundays at the Gay 90's downstairs. Marking its first 
anniversary in May, the event now takes place weekly on Sundays, 
11 AM-2 PM.m 


GAY 90'S 

408 Hennepin Ave., Mpls. 
(612) 333-7755 
www.gay90s.com 


- ( 
(From left) Trans Exotica stars Vanessa, Brandonna Dupri LaReese, Rere, Christina, 
and Monica. Photo by George Holdgrafer 
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Advertising 
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Executive for 
Lavender Media. 


Great 
Commission! 
Fun working 
environment! 
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Send your cover letter 
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Empowering GLBTA businesses to 
connect, build and strengthen community. 


QUORUM SECTION 


ADVERTORIAL 


QUORUM'S PRESIDENTS 
WELCOME: 


Amy Ruzick 
Twin Cities Quorum - President 
RE/MAX Results 


Welcome to our first edition of the Quorum 
section in Lavender Magazine! We are so 
pleased to partner with Lavender, which 
includes the Quorum section appearing in 
every other issue. Want your ad to appear 
in the Quorum section? Being a Quorum 
member, you will receive discounted rates 
So please contact a sales rep at Lavender 
for all the details or visit the "Lavender & 
Quorum" page on twincitiesquorum.com. 


WHAT IS TWIN CITIES QUORUM? 

° Quorum is the Twin Cities GLBT & 
Allied Chamber of Commerce. 

° Quorum champions the business case 
for a fully inclusive community as a 
conduit for economic development 
and a leader in the continuum of 
change. 

° Quorum is an affiliate of the NGLCC 
(National Gay & Lesbian Chamber 
of Commerce) in D.C. Through the 
NGLCC, Quorum helps local small 
businesses to obtain their LGBTE 
certification. 

° Quorum partners with corporate 
members to plan and host quarterly 
workplace alliance events with 
the local corporate LGBTA ERGs 
(Employee Resource Groups). 


QUORUM EVENTS AND PROGRAMS 
INCLUDE: 


QUORUM COFFEE 

Typically held the second Friday of each 
of each month, this is a perfect way 

to begin your day by enjoying some quality 
networking with other members or 
individuals interested in learning more 
about Quorum. Be sure to bring business 
cards! 


QUORUM NETWORKING NIGHT 
Typically held the fourth Tuesday of 

each month at one of our member 
establishments. This monthly event 
provides a casual atmosphere to help build 
your network and connect and share with 
other professionals as well as increase our 
presence in the greater LGBTA business 
community. 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 35 = 
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Health Initiative 
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" 


is proud to announce LGBTO Health Awareness Week 2014 


March 23-29, 2014 


This is a time to bring attention to the devastating cycle of 
discrimination and health disparities that affect LGBTQ communities. 


Visit us at 


for more information and events 


to ACtiVate! 


EVITON, Broker/Owner 
of the ordinary 
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Buying and selling a home a should be fun and rewarding 
experi Jo ressful one. Let my skilled negotiations 
ur goal of home ownership today. 
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Shannon Lindstrom 
612.616.9714 * mplsurbanliving.com 
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Home Team 
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Kay Т. Johnson £s Amy Ruzick 


(612.802.8261 NoPiacetttiome®, 651.492.1044. 


JERRY A. BURG 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 


Over 20 Years Experience in: 
Family Law | Criminal Defense | Employment Law 


3009 Holmes Ave. S. • Minneapolis • (612) 822-0865 
www jerryaburg.com 
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v INSURANCE 


Your Local 
Neighborhood 
Agent 


Natalie Fox 


Fox Insurance Agency 
615 Ist Ave. NE, Ste. 210 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 


612-280-0145 


www.farmersagent.com/nfox 
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If this doesn't scare you away from 
marriage, let us help file your joint 
tax returns! 


$50 joint return reviews 
We'll show you what your 2012 returns would 
have looked like if you filed jointly. 
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Professionals 


4500 Park Glen Road, Suite 425 
St. Louis Park, MN 55416 
p 612-822-7177 f 612-822-2163 


RORTax.com 


Empowering GLBTA businesses to 
connect, build and strengthen community. 


QUORUM SECTION 


ADVERTORIAL 


Our Young Professionals programming 

is designed to create a space for 
professionals in their 20's and 30's to 
share in social service, networking, and 
professional development opportunities. 
Whether you are growing your career in 
corporate America, as an entrepreneur, 

or find yourself somewhere in between, 
Quorum is here as a resource for the next 
generation of business leaders. 


QUORUM WOMEN 

Open to all lesbian, bisexual, transgender 
and allied women, Quorum Women meets 
the third Thursday of each month at noon. 
This is more than a networking group. It's 
an opportunity to highlight your business, 
share best practices, discuss successes 
and challenges, and get to know other 
women business owners in our community. 


QUORUM VILLAGE @ TWIN CITIES 
PRIDE 

A special section within Twin Cities Pride 
for Quorum members to promote their 
businesses and organizations in front of 
more than 400,000 visitors. When you 
register your Pride booth, simply select that 
you would like to be in Quorum Village, or 
hang your Quorum flag in your booth if you 
need to be in a different section. 


QUORUM SIGNATURE EVENTS: 
ANNUAL COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP 
AWARDS & NATIONAL COMING OUT 
DAY LUNCHEON 

These inspirational community events 
recognize our outstanding leaders in 

our community & gives voice to the 
power of living openly, honestly and with 
authenticity at work, in our families and 
in our communities of faith. The realities 
of living an authentic life are deeper than 
being "out." We all have many layers of 
identity and we must work together to 
create a world where people can bring 
their "whole self" to everything they 

do. Nominations are now open for the 
Leadership Awards, so please visit our 
website twincitiesquorum.com and make 
your nominations today! 


We have so much in store for 2014, and 
look forward to an amazing year of growth. 
Check out twincitiesquorum.com for more 
information, and we welcome you to be part 
of Twin Cities Quorum! 


Sincerely, 

Amy Ruzick 

Twin Cities Quorum - President 
RE/MAX Results 
651-492-1044 
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*Jean M. Brandl 


Rebecca Heltzer 


QUORUM 


Moriuntarinelo 
Fun Experience, Serious Resuts. 


соршец. 
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BURNET 


Is 2014 the year you make a move? 
Free Buyer Consultations and Equity Reviews for Homeowners 


Marilyn Farinella, MBA, GRI, CRS 


612-644-0451 
MarilynFarinella.com or 
facebook.com/marilynfarinellarealtor? fref=ts 


Roya Moltaji, CFP*, СҺЕС®, CASL™ 


Financial Planner 

Accredited Domestic Partnership Advisor" designation 
2013 Quorum Business Leader of the Year 
301 Carlson Parkway, Suite 300 

Minnetonka, MN 55305 

rmoltaji@metlife.com 

www financialstrategies.metlife.com 


Call Roya today at 952-769-2126 


MetLife - 100% Corporate Equality Index score HRC 11 consecutive years 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company (MLIC), New York, NY 10036. 
Securities products and investment advisory services offered by Metlife (€ 
Securities, Inc. (MSI)(member FINRA/SIPC) a registered investment 

advisor. МИС and MSI are MetLife companies. Special needs financial 
planning offered through MetLife's Center for Special Needs Planning. 


11213353284 [exp1214]IMN] " 
For the if in life.? MetLife 


**Melissa Houghtaling 


HELTZER & HOUGHTALING, P.A. 
Representing the legal needs of ALL Minnesotans 


Practicing in the areas of Family Law, Real Estate, Criminal Defense, 
Civil Litigation, Business Transactions, Domestic Partnerships, 
Wills and Powers of Attorney, Professional Licensing and Discipline, and Mediation. 


*Certified Criminal Law Specialist 
**Rule 114 Civil and Family Law Mediator 


413 Wacouta St., Suite 430, St. Paul • (651) 330-8508 
WWW.HELTZERHOUGHTALING.COM 
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GLOBETROTTERS 


“Home is where the heart 
is." Most people have expe- 
rienced this familiar adage to 
some extent, but the phrase 
holds added significance to 
Minnesota-born Shawn Boeser, 
Australian-born Josephine 
Hutton, and their two young 
children, Emmeline and Elias. 
With both women employed 
as international humanitarians, 
this family has trekked the globe 
and experienced the challenges 
and joys of same-sex parenting 
in multiple countries. Here's a 
look at how this Lavender family 
keeps their ties strong—even 
from thousands of miles away. 

In 2003, Shawn and Jo 
found themselves in Basra, 
Iraq; Shawn was employed 
through the United Nations, 
and Jo was working with the 
International Organization for 
Migration. Shawn was sup- 
posed to be celebrating her 
birthday, but the late arrival of 
colleagues left her waiting and 
listening to a horrible rendition 
of "Hotel California." Jo noticed 
the cranky woman sitting in the 
hotel, but their first conversation 
didn't occur until tragedy struck 
on August 19, 2003. The UN 
headquarters in Baghdad was 
bombed by a suicide bomber, 
and all UN-affiliated people 
were evacuated to Amman, 
Jordan. The women met in the 
hotel where they were housed, 
and something clicked. In the 
short time they were both in 
Jordan, they realized they had 
a pretty special connection. Jo 
notes, "I like to say that our love 
was the one good thing to come 
out of the war in Iraq, and in an 
unlikely place to sow the seeds 
of our union." 

Shortly after meeting, 
Shawn returned to the United 
States and Jo stayed in the 


Middle East. The women kept 
in contact through the inter- 
net and planned to meet up in 
Amsterdam in November 2003. 
The week-long visit solidified 
the couple’s investment in their 
shared future, and they became 
a couple. When Shawn was 
placed in Liberia, she asked Jo 
to consider joining her. Jo re- 
calls that she initially laughed it 
off; “it was not like being asked 
to go to Paris, but her point was 
that we needed to be living in 
the same place to see if we had 
a future together.” Jo switched 
jobs and joined Shawn in Libe- 
ria in 2004. She notes, “It was 
clear from early on in our rela- 
tionship that we were amazingly 
compatible with our values and 
ethics, our politics and passions, 
and our views about life.” 

As the women planned 
their future together, they 
realized that having children 
while remaining globe-trotters 
would come with many chal- 
lenges. Shawn and Jo moved 
to Seattle to start creating 
their family, and they joined a 
“Maybe Baby” support group 
to get information and support. 
Initial attempts to impregnate 
Jo using sperm from a sperm 
bank were unsuccessful, so the 
couple moved to Bangkok for 
Jo’s new job with Oxfam Great 
Britain. Not wanting to put their 
dreams of a family on hold, 
Shawn and Jo attempted to use 
the resources of multiple fertil- 
ity clinics to no avail. Shawn 
says, “They rejected us. They 
found it unethical to inseminate 
a ‘single’ woman and did not 
recognize us as a couple. We 
found this frustrating as one 
could get gender reassignment 
surgery there but could not get 
pregnant. We couldn't do home 
insemination using imported 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 38 
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sperm as we had no authority 
to receive it!” Undeterred by 
the closed doors, they found 
another way—a private fertility 
clinic that was willing to ship 
sperm from an American sperm 
bank to Thailand and continue 
the insemination process. 

After one miscarriage and 
five unsuccessful insemination 
attempts, Jo finally became 
pregnant in April 2008. Though 
Shawn's work took her to Myan- 
mar for most of Jo's pregnancy, 
Shawn made it a point to get 
back for all the milestone doc- 
tor's appointments. Due to laws 
that would allow Shawn to be 
listed as a parent on the birth 
certificate, the couple moved to 
Australia for the birth of their 
daughter, Emmeline. Described 
as being "fashionably late," 
Emmeline was born on January 
4 in 2009. Shortly after the birth 
of their first child, Shawn and Jo 
decided to try again, and Elias 
was born in 2010 in Melbourne. 

As with many GLBT couples, 
the road to building a family 
was not quick or easy for Shawn 
and Jo. Jo notes, "It was quite 
a process and not for the faint- 
hearted, but we managed just 
fine and feel fortunate." She 
adds that many of their most 
difficult moments in the process 
were pretty unique. "In some 
ways, the hardest stuff was 
agreeing on the type of donor 
we wanted—we workshopped 
that for a while—and then once 
we decided to go with a sperm 
bank, it was quite a process to 
choose a donor. It was also 
tricky timing all the insemina- 
tions with my travel schedule 
throughout Asia. Emmeline 
visited nine countries whilst still 
in the womb!" 

Having two mothers who 
travel the world truly has its 
benefits; both Emmeline and 
Elias have traveled more than 
most people ever do in their 
lives! When the family was in 
Bangkok, Shawn and Jo took 
their children into the fertility 
clinic where they were created 
so the children could meet the 
people who helped with their 


creation. They also were able to 
spend time in Australia as well 
as the United States, provid- 
ing them with a truly global life 
experience. The women also 
decided that, no matter where 
their work takes them, they 
wouldn't spend more than six 
weeks apart. With two young 
kids, it's tough to be away. 
Thankfully, modern technology 
allows the family to keep in 
touch and share special mo- 
ments from thousands of miles 
away. 

Traveling as a GLBT fam- 
ily definitely has its downside, 
especially regarding issues 
of citizenship and residency. 
Shawn and Jo can describe 
the complicated legalities of 
immigration, gaining visas, and 
achieving legal recognition in 
their multiple "homes" around 
the world. These legal processes 
are time-consuming, expen- 
sive, and sometimes not even 
successful. The couple also has 
to consider many factors when 
choosing potential jobs around 
the world; most importantly is a 
thorough evaluation of whether 
being queer in their new loca- 
tions will end in violence or 
even jail-time. Though the 
repeal of DOMA lifted many 
restrictions overnight, there is 
still a lot of progress to be made 
in the realm of legal protection 
and equality for GLBT people 
around the world. 

In addition to traveling, the 
Boeser-Hutton family enjoys the 
outdoors (in whatever country 
they happen to be in!), and they 
love to spend time with their 
family and friends around the 
world. Jo and Shawn agree, 
“We are a global family. We 
live outside the box. We don't 
let too many things get in the 
way of following our dreams." 
At the time of this publication, 
Jo and the children are prepar- 
ing to meet Shawn in Manila, 
where Shawn is continuing her 
humanitarian work with the 
United Nations. Wherever their 
dreams take them, their love for 
each other will make them feel 
right at home. B 


1. Shawn, Jo, Emmeline, and Elias explore the great outdoors in Sedona (2011). 

2. The Boeser-Hutton family enjoys nature walks in every country they visit. 
3.Shawn, Jo, and Emmeline welcomed Elias into the family in 2010. 

4. Like many GLBT parents, Shawn and Jo invested a great deal of time and 
financial resources to make their family dreams come true. 

5. Emmeline and Elias enjoy some sibling bonding time in a pool in Sedona (2011). 
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Children & Family 


RAINBOW RESO 


1. The Family Heart: A Memoir of When Our Son Came Out by Robb 
Forman Dew 


$13.99 J 


BY SHANE LUECK 


Many books available for parents concerning their child's announcement 

of his or her homosexuality are cast as “self-help” or educational. In the 
absence of informed, nonjudgmental material, these books are important, 
but personal stories should also be brought to the table. In Family Heart: A 
Memoir of When Our Son Came Out, novelist Robb Forman Dew tells the 
story of what happen to her (and her family) after her son, Stephen, came 
out. What sets Dew's story apart is that the moral weight is not upon Stephen 
to deal with the confused reactions of his parents, but upon the parents 

to deal with their own mixed emotions and the negative reactions of their 
friends. 


\ NEW YORK TIMES NOTABLE BOOK 


A Memoir 
of When Our Son 
Came Out 


2. Mommy, Momma, and Me by Lesléa Newman (Author) and Carol 
Thompson (Illustrator) 

$7.99 

Reports have always said that it's important for children to see images of 
themselves in books, movies, and in their toys. This children's book depicts 
the nurturing relationship of a lesbian couple and their little one. Also, see 
this book's gay-fathers counterpart, Daddy, Papa, and Me, by the same 
creators. 
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3. And Then There Was Me by Gloria Finkbeiner 

$39.99 

Created especially for gay, lesbian and single parent families celebrating the 
birth of a child, this baby book uses gender-neutral language throughout. 
Containing all of the pages you would expect to find in a traditional baby 
book, Finkbeiner's creation includes special bonuses like a single parent 
family tree, sperm or egg donor information and more! 


4. From the Notebooks of Melanin Sun by Jacqueline Woodson 

$19.99 

Melanin is a boy whose life is turned upside down when his mother reveals 
that she has fallen in love with another woman. This book is praised for not 
only being well written and sending a message about being gay, it also raises 
issues of race, as both Melanin and his mother are African American, and his A FORETTA SCOTI KING HONOR BOOK. | 
mother's new lover is white. 


5. It Gets Better: Coming Out, Overcoming Bullying, and Creating a Life 
Worth Living edited by Dan Savage and Terry Miller 

$25.00 

What became a YouTube movement also became a book. As a collection of 
essays and material from celebrities as well as everyday people, Savage's 
book shows GLBT youth the levels of happiness, potential and positivity their 
lives will reach if they can just get through their teen years. By sharing these 
stories, /t Gets Better reminds teenagers in the GLBT community that they 
are not alone - and it WILL get better. 


6. Boy Meets Boy by David Levithan 

$8.99 

Heralded as a will-be classic of gay literature and set in a gay-friendly 
"utopia," Levithan's novel describes a few weeks in the lives of a group 

of high school students. As the title suggests, the central story follows the NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER 
standard romantic plotline usually known as "boy meets girl, boy loses girl, 
boy gets girl" except that the main characters are both boys, the narrator 
Paul and newcomer Noah. The novel won a Lambda Literary Award, which IT ETS 
honors published works that celebrate or explore GLBT themes. MSCHOEASIEIC 


7. Parrotfish by Ellen Wittlinger ——— B ETT E R 


$14.99 

Angela Katz-McNair has never felt quite right as a girl, but when she cuts 
her hair, buys men's clothing, and announces her preferred name (Grady), 
it comes as a shock to those around her. Although Grady is happy about COMING OUT, 

his decision to finally be true to himself, everybody else is having trouble OVERCOMING BULLYING, AND 
processing the news. On top of that, there are more practical concerns-for 


О 


instance, which locker room is he supposed to use for gym class? But as CREATING A LIFE WORTH LIVING 
the victim of some cruel jokes, Grady also finds unexpected allies, including 

the school geek, Sebastian, and Kita, a gorgeous senior. Wittlinger explores Including contributions from 

Grady's struggles with both humor and sadness. Ellen DeGeneres, David Sedaris, Tim Gunn, 


Michael Cunningham, and many more. 


Edited by DAN SAVAGE 
and TERRY MILLER | 


founders of the It Gets Better Project 
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RESOURCE 
HIGHLIGHT 


RAINBOW RUMPUS 

www.rainbowrumpus.org 

Rainbow Rumpus, an online collection of litera- 
ture for children and youth with GLBT parents, 
was conceived in 2005 when publisher Laura 
Matanah's daughter pointed out a picture of 
same-sex parents and exclaimed, "Look Mommy! 
Two moms and twins! Just like us!" 

Rainbow Rumpus provides a safe and empow- 
ering place for young people to create and enjoy 
art, break through isolation, build community, and 
take action to make the world a better place. Pro- 
ducing over 25 new stories each year along 
with articles, essays, music and video, Rainbow 
Rumpus is a prolific publisher of fiction about 
GLBT-headed families and displays work created 
by both young people and professional artists. 

Rainbow Rumpus won a Dot.Org award for 
"Awesome Audience Awareness" from the Min- 
nesota Council of Nonprofits in 2007. In 2010 
Rainbow Rumpus updated its technology and 
launched a new sister site for teens, Rainbow Riot 
(www.rainbowriot.org). 


EVENT 
HIGHLIGHT 


OUTFRONT MINNESOTA YOUTH SUMMIT 
March 3, 2014 

8:00 am - 5:00 pm 
www.outfront.org/youthsummit 

High school students (grades 9-12) are invited to 
this daylong event sponsored by OutFront Minne- 
sota. The morning session, held at Metropolitan 
State University in Saint Paul, will feature a ple- 
nary and workshops on topics including bullying 
prevention, racial equity, addressing stereotypes, 
mental health, spoken word, and advocating for 
change in your school. Student attendees will 
learn how to make their schools safer, more inclu- 
sive and empowering for all. 

Participants will then be bused to the Capi- 
tol in the afternoon for the student-led Rally in 
the Rotunda at 1:30 pm. Community members 
who support the Safe & Supportive Minnesota 
Schools Act are encouraged to join the rally. Par- 
ticipants can also learn more about the bill and 
grassroots lobbying. After that, participants can 
visit legislators to talk about the need to protect 
students and pass this bill from 2:30 to 4:30. 

The cost of attendance ($15) includes lunch, 

a T-shirt and bus from Metro State to the Capitol 
and back. Scholarships are available if needed. 
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BIGGAYNEWS FROM MISSOURI: 
NFL Prospect Michael Sam Proudly Says 
What Teammates Knew: He's Gay 


The New York Times reports that the defensive 
lineman from the University of Missouri spoke 
publicly about his sexual orientation and could 
become the first openly gay player in the Na- 
tional Football League. Michael Sam revealed 
his sexuality to teammates and coaches during a 
team building exercise at preseason practice last 
year, and his supportive and accepting team kept 
his secret throughout the year until Sam decided 
to open up publicly on Sunday in an interview. 
Sam is considered to be a third-to-fifth round 
draft choice in the NFL draft in May, which would 
make him the first openly gay active player in any 
of the major league sports leagues. 


BIGGAYNEWS FROM THE UNITED STATES: 
Coke Features First Gay Family To Appear 
In A Super Bowl Ad 


The Today Show's Money webpage reports that 
in the second quarter of the Super Bowl, Coke 
became the first advertiser to show a gay family 
in an ad for America's big game. The advertise- 
ment, which featured a variety of different fami- 
lies, individuals and ethnicities set to “America 
the Beautiful", included the two male partners 
roller-skating with their daughter. GLAAD Presi- 
dent and CEO Sarah Kate Ellis applauded the ad, 
stating: "Coca-Cola has demonstrated to corpo- 
rate America that being GLBT-inclusive is good 
for business, but as the world turns its attention 
to Sochi for the 2014 Winter Olympics, it's time 
for sponsors of the Olympics like Coca-Cola to 
show the whole world how beautiful GLBT fami- 
lies are." 


BIGGAYNEWS FROM MINNESOTA: 
Centennial Student Gets Death Threat 
After Coming Out On Facebook 


MyFox9.com reports that six weeks ago, a Cen- 
tennial high school student came out (or 'invited 
іп) in a video, and on Tuesday, he found an anony- 
mous threatening letter in his English class that's 
prompting a police investigation. Ryan Eichenau- 
er, a senior at the Circle Pines, Minnesota high 
school, finally decided to come out to his family 
and classmates, but said that he had no idea of the 
hatred and vehemence that would follow his rev- 
elation. Eichenauer said that the second note that 
he received stated, in part: “I can't wait for the day 
that I get to walk over your grave and if you don't 
put yourself there, I will be glad to, Just do us all a 
favor and do it soon. Kill yourself already." 
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Fine Dining At Home With Solid Wood Tables & 
Table Top Decor From Woody's Furniture 


Huge selection of solid tables 
in reclaimed wood or 
hardwoods like cherry. 


952.929.6300 


Www.Woodysfurniture.com 
Located in the Miracle Mile, 5217 Excelsior Blvd, St. Louis Park 


We sell the accessories too! 


with Disabilities to... 


Lead independent lives through Independent Living Skills classes, 
support groups, one on one training, and peer mentoring relationships. 


Metropolitan Center for Independent Living 
530 N. Robert St. • St. Paul, MN 55101 * (651) 646-8342 
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BIG GAY NEWS | BY LAVENDER 
BIGGAYNEWS.COM: YOUR GLBT WORLD NEWS 


Pascal Tessier, Gay Maryland Teen, Achieved Eagle Scout Mile- 
stone 


The Huffington Post reports that change is coming quickly to the Boy Scouts 
of America. The 17-year-old Tessier achieved the highest rank in the scouting 
organization after over a year of speaking out to end the ban on gays in the 
Boy Scouts of America. Scouts for Equality, an advocacy group, say that Tes- 
sier is likely the first openly gay scout to attain the rank of Eagle. 


College Football Linebacker Was Openly Gay And Embraced By His 
Teammates 


OutSports reports that Scott Cooper just finished his senior season, and 
found true acceptance on his Augsburg College football team, which in- 
cluded him being asked by a coach to speak on National Coming Out Day 
and introducing his partner at Senior Day. Cooper recalls being introduced 
as "Senior Linebacker Scott Cooper" and “his partner, Dan" as the two of 
them walked onto the field together to applause from the crowd, coaches 
and fellow players. The athlete says that when his teammates learned of his 
sexuality, their use of the words ‘fag’ and ‘queer’ dropped off significantly as 
they became more sensitive to how those words can be hurtful and demean- 
ing, especially to those still in the closet and struggling with coming out and 
being themselves in a world that is not entirely accepting. 


Scotland's Parliament Legalizes Gay 

Marriage 

The Wire reports that the Scottish Parliament overwhelmingly passed a bill 
on Tuesday that will legalize gay marriage in the country. In a 105 to 18 vote, 
Scotland became the 17" country in the world to legalize gay marriage, and 
the third part of the United Kingdom to do so after England and Wales legal- 
ized same-sex marriage last summer. The bill passed in spite of opposition 
by both the Church of Scotland and the Scottish Catholic Church. Scotland 
had previously recognized same-sex civil unions, and those couples who 
were in civil partnerships will be able to convert their unions into marriages 
as soon as the law goes into effect, possibly in October. 


Finnish Olympic Swimmer Ari-Pekka 
Liukkonen Comes Out As Gay 


Advocate.com reports that in an effort to raise awareness of Russia’s anti- 
gay legislation ahead of the Sochi Winter Games, Finnish Olympic swim- 
mer Ari-Pekka Liukkonen has come out as gay. The bronze medalist in the 
2012 European Championships is the first Finnish athlete to come out while 
still active in his career. Currently in training for the 2016 Rio Olympics, 
Liukkonen would like to see GLBT acceptance in his home country become 
more commonplace, and hopes that his revelation will help to start more 
conversation in that direction. 


Senegal Police Arrest Four Over Anti-Gay Violence 


ABC News reports that police in a city outside Senegal’s capital have ar- 
rested four young men accused of carrying out attacks in a bid to rid their 
neighborhood of gay people. According to Mamadou Faye, an official with 
the police department of the city of Rufisque, the men were accused of tar- 
geting five gay men, injuring some as well as destroying property. Homo- 
sexual acts are punishable by up to five years in the African nation, and 
anti-gay sentiment is rampant. 
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GIDDING 


BY SHANE LUECK 


he path to one’s dream career isn’t always straight- 
forward. There are often loops and turns and if a 
line was drawn along the career path, it would more 
often resemble a scribbled mess than a straight line. 
John Gidding, of HGTV fame, followed a similarly 
scrambled career trajectory. 

During his time in graduate school, Gidding was not only involved 
in a cappella choirs and glee clubs, but also spent his time on the 
runway. With names like Armani, Gucci, and Hugo Boss sending him 
down the catwalk, a future in modeling seemed like a lucrative op- 
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portunity, but not for Gidding. “I did it to help with the bills after grad 
school,” he says. “I got the degree to work, not to model. I wasn’t a 
top model, anyway. I had a good time with it, but it wasn’t for me and 
it can be a detrimental career, too.” 

An industry fraught with harsh critiques of appearances and per- 
sonal lives placed Gidding in an uncomfortable position. “At the time, 
I was coming out of the closet and was just coming into my own skin 
so I decided to get out.” 

And out he got, but not before bringing a face to romantic fan- 
tasies. Aside from runway work, Gidding did a stint as the face of 


John Gidding. Photo by Josh Thomas Photography CONTINUED ON PAGE 48 = 


romance novel heroes. *Newly arriving models are kind of funneled 
into that," Gidding explains. "There's a lot of need for fresh covers 
since the romance novel industry is pumping out books every couple 
months. After a couple months those books aren't on the shelves any- 
more and it's time for new ones." 

Joking that he gave out copies of the books as Christmas cards, 
Gidding recalls his first cover, The Rake's Revenge, as his favorite, but 
his favorite title belongs to Bedding His Virgin Mistress. "The best 
part is you walk in and they put you in costume and give you the 
whole backstory, so we'd act out the scene." 

Transitioning to television, according to Gidding, was just an ex- 
tension of his modeling. Sent on a casting for what he thought was 
a commercial, it ended up being for a television show being devel- 
oped. The soon-to-be pop culture phenomenon Queer Eye for the 
Straight Guy was looking for its cast, but Gidding passed on the show. 
“When they first brought it up to me, I was just coming out of the 
closet," he says. “When I heard it was a gay-centric TV show it wasn't 
what I was looking for. It wasn't going to be a good fit for me." 

The producers saw something in Gidding and didn't give up. 
The same production company was creating a show for ABC Family. 
Knock First, Gidding's first television gig, centered on room make- 
overs for teenagers, an audience that Gidding says isn't too differ- 
ent than adults. He says, "Teenagers have a very developed sense of 
identity — designing for them, it was important for us to understand 
them as adults or developing adults." 

After two seasons, Gidding went on to be involved with HGTV's 
Designed to Sell and Curb Appeal: The Block. An experience which 
Gidding says was very different from ABC Family. “At the time, 10 
years ago now, ABC was making a foray into kids design and the 
rules weren't set," he says. "Working with HGTV, a tried and true 
network, they know exactly what they want. It's based in Nashville 
so there isn't the New York/L.A. entertainment hub atmosphere. It 
really has a family vibe." And family it is! Gidding doesn't feel com- 
petitive with his HGTV counterparts. "Although maybe just under the 
surface it really is competitive," he jokes before explaining that the 
other show hosts really like each other, “partying it up" whenever 
they get together. 

But the biggest difference, Gidding says, is designing for outdoor 
spaces instead of indoor. “The more interior you get the more per- 
sonal it can be, whereas outdoor design (especially landscapes) is 
about the personality of the neighborhood,” he says. “It’s not about 
trends or anything, but really about function and form. There will 
be some trends but these things are much more slow moving than 
indoor design.” 

Having worked on such large projects as Union Square in New 
York, the campus plan for Carnegie Mellon University, and a pavil- 
ion for the 2008 Olympics in Beijing, Gidding favors his transition to 


working with homeowners. Although large, public projects allow Gid- 
ding to put his fingerprint on the world, that work was always under 
someone else’s name. Now, having created his own company (John 
Gidding Design, Inc.) his work is a personal reflection. 

“Those things were seminal in my development but it’s been a 
while now,” he says. “But six straight seasons of Curb Appeal with 
thirteen episodes per season - that’s a lot of homes. Imagine getting 
to work on one house after another and studying their architecture 
and being tasked to improve the designs. It was like a laboratory for 
me: I got to really learn a lot from it and it has replaced those projects 
in being influential in my career." 

While embracing the architecture of the home and working with 
what is already there, Gidding is faced with the task of marrying the 
pre-existing structure with his own aesthetic. Growing up in Istan- 
bul, Turkey, Gidding believes that culture has impacted his design 
aesthetic. “When people ask what my style is I say I’m a modernist. 
But I tend to gravitate to more decor and ornamentation than most 
modernists do. Last time I was in Turkey I was out getting all of these 
knick knacks and little design pieces to use on a project I was working 
on. I looked around at the things I bought and here I was surrounded 
by all of these bright fabrics and things and thinking, ‘This isn't very 
modernist’ I find that the juxtaposition between those things is what 
makes design interesting." 

With so much time spent in front of the camera, Gidding has never 
worried about his identifying as an openly gay man being detrimental 
to his design career. The design world, Gidding points out, isn't very 
homophobic. “I’m a designer and an architect. I get a free pass in that 
regard and for all of the wrong reasons," he says. "It's a big stereo- 
type that needs to be dealt with." 

In fact, Gidding credits his success to the support he's received 
in the United States as opposed to Turkey where there isn't as much 
support for GLBT individuals. “When I started in TV they asked if I 
would prefer to be open and I said absolutely,” he explains. “I tend 
to take a positive view on all of this. I’m an optimist. I think all of the 
opportunities that have been afforded to me have been because I'm 
comfortable in my own skin." 

Gidding never has to deal with the occasional degrading com- 
ments on his Facebook page. He is fond of the two dozen fans who 
will immediately jump in and support him, putting the naysayer in 
their place. ^We clearly haven't won all of the battles we need to, but 
the response has been great on TV, on HGTV, and in the public in 
general.” m 


Gidding will be appearing at the Minneapolis Home * Garden Show, which 
runs from February 26 through March 2. Taking the stage the first two days of 
the Home + Garden Show, Gidding will be speaking about his design process, 
architectural features, and how DIY-ers can incorporate design into their own 
homes. Head to www.homeandgardenshow.com for more information. 


With so much time spent in front of the camera, Gidding has never worried 
about his identifying as an openly gay man being detrimental to his design 
career. The design world, Gidding points out, isn't very homophobic. 
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Tower Gardens * Party Prep 


| info@bloomonmn.com ды а 
HeidisLifestyleGardens.com Enhance Your Life e Inspire Your Spirit e Call us today 763-475-4960 
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“Economically, it's probably 
better to just restyle it, 
revamp it, and redo it." 


BY SHANE LUECK 


mforme, Norwegian for "To Transform," is a 

perfectly suitable name for Carter Averbeck's 

recently launched design store. And "transform" 

is exactly what he manages to do with previously 

owned furnishings, taking each piece and restyl- 

ing it with a modern twist, ready to settle back into 
your home as functional works of art. 

Averbeck, who is half Norwegian in heritage, is passionate about 
refurbishing old furniture into something new and beautiful. “I see 
all of the excess that just gets thrown out. All of it's beautiful, it's just 
that as far as the public is concerned, they don't realize how much is 
thrown out," says Averbeck. “So I figure if I could take these beauti- 
ful pieces and transform them into something gorgeous, and keep 
them out of the landfill, then that's great." 

The problem, Averbeck says, is that consumers always think 
in terms of new, making his challenge to create something that 
looks new and exciting in their eyes. He is critical of the common 
mindset that setting something by the garbage magically makes it 
disappear, when in reality it goes somewhere as landfill. 

“Economically, it’s probably better to just restyle it, revamp it, 
and redo it," Averbeck says. “So there is a whole paradigm shift in 
that way of ‘If I’m buying something new for my house let's make 
sure it's something that's restyled, where I'm saving it from the land- 
fill’ instead of buying brand new. We just don't have the resources." 

Averbeck, who does his own design work, also partners with oth- 
er artists in multiple capacities. First, Omforme serves as a show- 
case of new items made by artisans, designers, and craftsmen from 
salvaged and reclaimed materials. In addition, Averbeck will work 
with charitable organizations to transform a piece and, when it sells, 
donations go back to the organizations. These partnerships, Aver- 
beck says, are easy-going in nature and keep an open format. His 
partnerships are with people whom, he claims, demonstrate a sense 
of urban chic, trend, and think outside of the box. This ensures that 
what customers find at Omforme isn't available at any other bou- 
tique; they're usually one-offs for very limited runs. 

With the recent surge of the DIY mentality, Averbeck is quick to 
mention that some things may require the help of a professional. Not 
everything looks good as a shabby chic piece of furniture, he says, cit- 
ing two reasons that set him apart from the average DIY homeowner. 
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Carter Averbeck stands among the functional works of art at Omforme. 
Photos by Hubert Bonnet LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 51 


“I have a long history of how to refinish things. I 
also have an editing eye for what a piece can turn 
into. I grew up doing it. My family did it. That 
whole idea of “making a silk purse from a sow's 
ear' is pretty exciting for me. We grew up rehab- 
bing houses, turning ugly houses into beautiful 
houses, and so this just kind of goes along with 
all of that." 

Although in-store products will include ev- 
erything from sculptures to chairs and from 
tables to lamps, Omforme's services go beyond 
the pieces you'll see when entering the Uptown 
store. Averbeck will do package deals for design 
consultation on everything from a simple color 
consultation and room planning to “full-on de- 
sign services." Custom redesign of individual 
pieces is also a common occurrence. 

“People are beginning to realize that a chair 
they had up in their attic or in the basement 
can now be redone," Averbeck says. "And a lot 
of them are heirloom pieces that they got from 
family members, and they don't want to get rid 
of it because of the nostalgic value. Bringing 
them here is a way of transforming them into 
the taste that they have now, today, instead of 
them sitting in a basement." 

Averbeck, whose design work can be seen in 
restaurants, hotels, and boutiques all over down- 
town Minneapolis, subscribes to the philosophy 
of “Go bold or go home." To him, this means 
being unafraid in your design choices. “Paint- 
ing your room red - it isn't going to bite you 
when you go to sleep at night," he says. *And if 
it's your favorite color, you've got one life, paint 
your room red. Don't be afraid of putting color 
into your house at all; it will do nothing but en- 
hance who you are." 

It's this design aesthetic and passion for re- 
purposing that landed Averbeck a slot at the 
American Craft Council Show. Held at the St. 
Paul RiverCentre, the show is a three-day cel- 
ebration of hand-made design, featuring artists 
designing jewelry, clothing, furniture, and home 
décor. Being invited to participate in the show 
isn't something Averbeck takes lightly. “It's just 
an absolute great honor," he says. "They ask 
very well-known people to be a part of it and, 
since I'm fairly new in the world of people know- 
ing who I am as Omforme, it's a big honor to be 
apartofit."m 


Omforme 

1.855.0MFORME (663.6763) 
613 W. 24th St., Minneapolis 
www.omformedesign.com 


1. Fiberglass Astronaut Sculpture by Christina Ridolfi, 
adjunct professor at MCAD. 2. Mr. Tweedlebaum, Averbeck's 
good luck charm. 3. "Gas Punk" Lamp by Bill Powers. 4. 
"Live Edged Table" in black walnut by Nick Thompson. 5. 
Camouflage chair by Carter Averbeck. 6. Commissioned, 
custom chair by Carter Averbeck. 
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Whole Home Renovations · Additions - Kitchens - Lower Levels * Living Areas * Bathrooms · Exteriors - Custom New Homes 


TWIN CITY GARAGE DOOR = . LL 


Quality Products at a Fair Price 


mmm ams FREE 


Removal of 
tt old door with 
purchase of New 


Serving the Entire Metro Area since 1965 


St. Paul 651-641-0420 
Burnsville 952-894-8500 
New Hope 763-533-3838 av 
“A” Rating E www.twincitygaragedoor.com — 
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HAVING PRIDE IN KITCHEN DESIGN. 

Y |! x 
Entertaining your friends and family in a kitchen like this will generate 
plenty of table talk. We invite you to visit our Woodbury Showroom 
for a free consultation with our award-winning Design Team’s interior 
| ar = ^ ° designers and architect. Bring your remodeling visions and dreams — 

Redoni. Reimage. ` we'll provide the inspiration. 710 Commerce Dr., Suite 150, Woodbury. 


- HOME MAKEOVER SERVICE DE-CEUTTER: 
WITH HOMEOWNER'S FURNITURE TO.HELP THE HOME 


7 
SELL FASTER, FOR A HIGHER PRICE. | 5 ] 2| RI 
CONTACT: 9528185055 | KGALLER@SHOWHOMES\ 651.578.0122 Є B єз 
Ss У > ispiri.com Inspired 
DESIGN * BUILD * REMODEL 


Plus 1 2 Acres of Outdoor Treasures! 


2 99 since 1979 


4 Acres of Quality Furniture & Accessories 
Thomasville • Flexsteel * Hollywood Swank • King Hickory • Omnia • Sunny Design > 
American Made Furniture • Stressless • Amish Furniture • And So Much More! 9 


FurnitureAndThings.com 
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DECOR FOR ENTERTAINING, 
ORIGINAL CHARMS, 

AND MINNESOTA 
MICRO-BREWED BEER 


Whether you've attended American Craft Council shows for years or this 


year’s show is your first: The 2014 show has something for everyone 


BY LYNN NELSON, PAMELA DIAMOND, AND GRACE AGBOR 


Every April, Midwestern 
followers of the American 
craft art movement look for- 
ward to the American Craft 
Council (ACC) show at the St. 
Paul RiverCentre, where more 
than 225 of the top artists from 
throughout the country gather 
to share their wares with more 
than 10,000 visitors. Although 
this year’s show is two weeks 
earlier than usual, it promises 
to be stronger than ever, with 
two new exhibitions and a craft 
beer-tasting room that features 
the work of a local interior de- 
signer and craft artist. 

Whether you have followed 
this show for the more than 20 
years that it’s been in the Twin 
Cities, or this year will be your 
first show, the 2014 show will 
delight you with new and established artists from around the country 
and experienced and emerging interior designers from the Twin Cit- 
ies. “One of the most exciting aspects of this year’s show is that the 
older and younger creative people are coming together in ways they 
haven't before," says ACC Marketing Director Pamela Diamond. 

“Emerging artists and designers are excited to discover the long- 
standing traditions that are represented by ACC artists, and ACC art- 
ists are inspired by some of the emerging themes that new designers 
and artists bring to the party.” As artists throughout the country 
know, getting into an ACC show isn’t easy. It is more strictly juried 
than almost any art show or festival in the Midwest. The ACC spon- 
sors equally elite shows in Baltimore, Atlanta and San Francisco. 


What is ‘Craft’? 


“What is Craft” is a question that has that has prompted years of 
dialogue and debate. Some view Craft as an art, others as a hobby 
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This vignette, also exhibited at the ACC show, incorporates a Karen Gubitz fiber sculpture, David 
Bryce man sculpture, Joel Nichols wood recliner, and Lynda Ladwig bowls into a bold and 
sophisticated burst of color. Shown left to right are: Linda Engler (ASID), Courtney Johnson, 
and Emily Thull (ASID) of Engler Studio Interior Design. Website: www.englerstudio.com. 
Photo by Steve Henke 


and everything in between. 
It’s a term that is experienc- 
ing a renaissance, and is used 
somewhat ubiquitously today 
to refer to things made by 
hand, ranging from bicycles 
to French fries, and from pizza 
to beer. 

Editor-in-chief of American 
Craft magazine, Monica Mo- 
ses, says “the lines between 
art and craft are blurry, but 
one distinction is that craft 
has always had a legacy of 
functionality, and the mas- 
tery of material tends to be 
more central to craft than it 
is to art.” She offers another 
distinction between the two 
saying, “most craft is three- 
dimensional, while art is often 
two. While no one has the de- 
finitive answers to the question 'What is craft?', what we tend to focus 
on in our magazine and at our shows is work that is dimensional, that 
wants to be seen and begs to be touched. It calls out to the hand. And 
that's true for both the viewer and the maker." 


What is ACC? 

The American Craft Council, a national nonprofit educational 
organization, has been shaping the artisanal craft movement for de- 
cades. In 2010, after residing in New York City for 70 years, the ACC 
decided to move its national headquarters to the Twin Cities, citing 
the area's strong arts and philanthropic culture as the ideal environ- 
ment to assure Craft's relevance for years to come. 

Serving as a craft chronicler, tastemaker, convener, and provoca- 
teur through its award-winning bimonthly magazine American Craft, 
annual juried shows presenting artists and their work, thought lead- 
ership conferences, awards for excellence, research library, work- 


shops, and seminars, the ACC is about to celebrate 
its 28^ show in St. Paul at St. Paul RiverCentre 
April 10-13. For additional information, visit www. 
craftcouncil.org or follow us on Facebook at face- 
book.com/CraftCouncil and on Twitter at twitter. 
com/craftcouncil. 


What can you expect at this year's show? 

The American Craft Council (ACC) Show will 
feature more than 225 of the country's top contem- 
porary craft artists presenting their latest hand- 
made creations in jewelry, clothing, furniture, and 
home décor. This year, show-goers will enjoy two 
new onsite exhibitions: "Make Room, Modern De- 
sign Meets Craft — Let's Entertain and American 
Craft" the new ACC Charm Collection, and а 
craft beer taproom. 

“Now in its second year, we've added a new 
theme to our Make Room collaboration," says Dia- 
mond. “The new theme, 'Let's Entertain”, puts craft 
into context by featuring room vignettes designed 
by local interior designers who have been inspired 
by objects of fine craft that are ideally suited for en- 
tertaining. From serving pieces to furniture, light 
fixtures to textiles, sculptures to decorative acces- 
sories, the possibilities are endless when it comes 
to the items a fine craft artist contributes to mak- 
ing a space feel warm and welcoming." 

Interior designer firms in “Make Room—Let’s 
Entertain” include: Andrew Martin International, 
Edina; Desi Interior Design, Minneapolis; Engler 
Studio Interior Design, Edina; FindFurnish, North- 
east Minneapolis; Forage Modern Workshop, South 
Minneapolis; Indicia Interior Design, St. Paul; KSID 
Studio, Minneapolis; Laura Engen Interior Design, 
Minneapolis; Omforme Design, Minneapolis; and 
Wheaton Hushcha Design, Minneapolis. 

Desi Creswell of Desi Interior Design in Minne- 
apolis describes her Make Room vignette this way: 
“My room is inspired by the organic nature of the 
art: rustic wood edges, curvilinear lines of vases, 
and natural fibers of woven textile. Timeless furni- 
ture with black accents grounds the space while an 
ombre plaster finish provides a striking backdrop 
for the art to shine. Most importantly, the space 
creates a comfortable, inviting environment that 
encourages one to linger.” 

In contrast to Creswell’s neutral approach, 
Linda Engler of Engler Studio Interior Design in 
Edina says her inspiration resulted in “a bold, so- 
phisticated mix of color, materials, contrasts, and 
eras — crafted and machined, raw and refined, light 
and dark, textural and sleek, vintage and modern 
— the sum of which we hope accomplishes our goal 
of an inspired and memorable vignette designed to 
cause passersby to stop and stare." 

The second new exhibition, the American Craft 
Charm Collection, features an exclusive hand- 
made assortment of charms, charm bracelets, 
cluster pendants, and pins designed by several of 
the American Craft Council’s extraordinary jew- 
elry artists. The collections will represent a broad 


This vignette will be exhibited with nine others at the ACC show. 
Interior designer Desi Creswell chose to incorporate a black 
and white stars shawl by Muffy Young, Wood sculpture by Jim 
Keller, and Man Ho Cho ceramic sculpture into this inviting 
vignette. Website: www.desiid.com. Photo by Steve Henke 


range of aesthetics, price points, and materials, 
including alternative, semi-precious, and precious. 
Each artist’s collection will be on display in a spe- 
cial pop-up exhibition space on the show floor. 


Try nine Minnesota Craft beers 

Also, new to the St. Paul show this year is a craft 
beer taproom, where the Twin Cities’ own Beer 
Dabbler, an organization focused on promoting the 
culture of craft beer, will host daily tastings from a 
selection of nine offerings from area microbrewer- 
ies. The taproom will be designed by local design- 
and-build company, Brownsmith Restoration, and 
will feature handcrafted bar tops designed by ACC 
show artist Willie Willette of Willie Willette Works. 
Beer tastings will be offered throughout the show 
from these Minnesota Microbreweries: Indeed 
Brewing Company, Fulton Beer, Dangerous Man 
Brewing Company, Hayes Public House, Fitger's 
Brewhouse, Sociable Cider Werks, Bang Brewing, 
plus Bent Paddle Brewing Company and Blacklist 
Brewing from Duluth. 

When planning a visit to the ACC show, make 
sure to set aside anywhere from a few hours to a cou- 
ple days, depending on how much you wish to see. 
And bring your walking shoes. You are sure to log 
anywhere from a mile to many miles visiting the 10 
rooms developed by local interior designers, as well 
as the over 200 artists. Fortunately, there are cafete- 
ria-style dining services available on the show floor, 
and you can stop for lunch - then keep on shopping. 
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SHOW DATES/TIMES: 
Friday, April 11, 2014 
from 10 a.m. – 8 p.m. 


Saturday, April 12, 2014 
from 10 a.m. – 6 p.m. 


Sunday, April 13, 2014 
from 11 a.m. — 5 p.m. 


WHERE: 

Saint Paul RiverCentre 
199 Kellogg Boulevard W 
St. Paul, MN 55102 


TICKETS: 

On-site Admission 

$12 for a one-day pass 
$28 for a three-day pass 


Guests can save time by 
purchasing your tickets 
online at http://shows. 
craftcouncil.org/stpaul 


Online tickets can be 
printed and brought right 
to the door. 


ADVANCE TICKETS: 
$11 for a one-day pass 
$26 for a three-day pass 


$5 after 5 p.m. Friday 
night on-site purchases 
only. 


Entry for children 12-and- 
under and American 
Craft Council members 
is FREE. 


ACC MEMBERSHIP: 

The cost of membership 
ranges from $40 to $55 
annually. To learn more, 
visit http://craftcouncil. 
org/membership/join 


INFO: For more informa- 
tion about the American 
Craft Council Show in St. 
Paul, please visit http:// 
shows.craftcouncil.org/ 
stpaul 
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ACC Wish List 


1.Takashi Ichihara 

Granby, Minn. 

Yume Studios 

Website: www.yumestudios.com 

The distinctive color and texture of this stone-fired piece 
creates a successful marriage of form and function that is 
unique and timeless. Ichihara says ancient traditions and 
modern movements in Japanese ceramics inspire him as he 
creates his own visions. 


2. Chuck Solberg 

St. Paul, Minn. 

The Grand Hand Gallery 

Website: www.thegrandhand.com/artists-by-media/clay/ 
chuck-solberg 

Solberg accents the spontaneity and raw beauty of clay 
constructed from separately thrown clay sections. The seams 
and joints from this construction process are left exposed to 
visually break up the surface of the piece. 


3. David Giulietti 

Berkeley, Calif. 

Cherry Creek Art Shop 

Website: www.cherryartshop.org/artist/david-giulietti 

Bold ornamental scrollwork adorns this sterling silver ring. 

Hand fabricated with a 3.8 carat ruby cabochon and accent 

diamond set in 18-karat gold, this exquisite piece highlights 
the engraver's ability to take a humble piece of sheet metal 
and turn it into something rare and beautiful. 


4. Ikuzi Teraki 

Oakland, Calif. 

Romulus Craft 

Website: www.romuluscraft.com 

Teraki combines his lifelong association with Japanese 
ceramics with a powerful connection to nature. This 
wonderful collection lends a contemporary feel to your table 
with its stark contrast. 


5. Jacob Albee 

Burlington, Vermont 

Jacob Albee Goldsmith 

Website: www.jacobalbee.com 

Albee's unique melding of contrasting textures is embodied 
in this earthly and celestial cuff. This stunning piece of 
jewelry is one from which you simply cannot divert 

your eyes. 


6. Lou Ann Townsend + Mary Filapek 

Concord, N.C. 

Mary + Lou Ann Contemporary Jewelry Design 

Website: www.maryandlouann.com 

As part of an exclusive collection of jewelry in the ACC's 
new Charm program, life and business partners Townsend 
and Filapek have designed a collection of timeless charms, 
bracelet, pendant and pins attractive to a broad spectrum of 
jewelry collectors. 


7. W. John Jameson III 

New York City 

Twisted Textiles 

Website: www.twistedtex.com 

Made with only the best wools, silks, and cashmere, Twisted 
Textiles produces an exquisite collection of fine hand-woven 
shawls and scarves. Signature design elements of the 
collection include dynamic color and multi-yarn texture. 


8. Luke Proctor 

Mount Horeb, Wis. 

Luke Proctor Blacksmith 

Website: www.lproctorironworks.com 

In part inspired by the Danish Modern and Shaker style, this 
piece is sophisticated in its simplicity. With clean and simple 
lines, traditional forging techniques allow the joinery to 
become an aesthetic focal point of the piece. 
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56 | LAVENDER | FEBRUARY 20-MARCH 5, 2014 


IT'S MORE THAN YOUR ADDRESS. 


IT'S YOUR HOME. 


THOMPSUN 


EXTERIORS 


ROOFING SIDING WINDOWS 


Stylish Choices e Practical Solutions * Expert Service 


612.722.8428 


ВЕ | www.ThompsonExteriors.com | SUME 
3757 Cedar Ave. S., Minneapolis, MIN 55407 Ded 


LIC# BC007039 | Bonded | Insured 


THE REMODELER YOU CAN TRUST 


Courteous, experienced professionals from start to finish. 
Detailed & accurate estimates for your project budget. 
Detailed project plans, specifications, & schedules. 


Daily & weekly communication of schedules & budget during your project. 


QUALITY CUSTOM FRAMING Quality workmanship that adds lasting beauty and value to your home. 


Before - ^ 


| 
lami EI 


www.houseliftinc.com 


4330 Nicollet Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55409 
612.821.1100 / 651.690.3442 MN LIC #ВС378021 
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9. Nicole Deponte 

Providence, R.I. 

Lilian Asterfield Collection 

Website: www.nicoledeponte.com 

Nicole Deponte's Lilian Asterfield collection of 
hand-stitched necktie scarves are the first of its 

kind. Introduce these easy to wear eye-catching 

color combinations and juxtaposed prints into your 
wardrobe. Each piece is a hand-tailored and wearable 
work of art. 


10. Scott McGlasson 

Twin Cities, Minn. 

Woodsport 

Website: www.woodsport.net 

This original, heirloom-quality furniture and 
accessory pieces for residential, corporate, and 
institutional clients encompass a strong modern 
aesthetic and highest level of craftsmanship. 
Highlighting the natural materials, design influences 
range from mid-century modernism to industrial 
components to Shaker principles. 


11. Tara Locklear 

Raleigh, N.Y. 

Tara Locklear 

Website: www.taralocklear.com 

Comprised of industrial and re-purposed elements, 
this interpretive costume jewelry integrates an iconic, 
mid-century, and low-brow cultural phenomena into 
your style. 


12. Joel Nichols 

Stillwater, Minn. 

Joel Nichols Furniture 

Website: www.joelnicholsfurniture.com 

This versatile, stunning, and functional studio 
furniture features new and reclaimed wood, as well 
as new and reclaimed metal. Nichols' goal is to 
present the materials in a way that highlights the life 
they had before they came into his possession. 


13. Amy Arnold 

Viroqua, Wis. 

Peepwool 

Website: www.peepwool.com 

This one-of-a-kind sculpture with moveable parts is 
)nicocted from carved base-wood, milk-paint, and 
, leather. Each figurative sculpture is a handcrafted 
& efeation and makes a cozy addition to the home. Ш 
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SERVICE AND EXPERTISE 


SINCE 1978 p 
FREE IN-HOME E Гү, 
CONSULTATIONS 

LirrLE BLIND 
17 8th Ave. S. e Hopkins SPOT 


952-935-4353 
www.LittleBlindSpotMN.com 


>e 


i = 


BLINDS DRAPES SHUTTERS SHADES & MORE 


Choose from the latest products, colors, and styles in the comfort of your own home! 


Call Antoinette & Steve Today! 952-270-2898 saettinger@budgetblinds.com 


DALE GREEN COMPANY 


* Pulverized & Screened Soils * Residential & Commercial 
* Black Dirt & Peat * Over 70 years In The Business 
* Custom Mixtures * Delivery or Pick-up In Our Pit 


www.dalegreencompany.com 
*Quality Soils Since The 1930's 


Alustra? Vignette? Modern Roman Shades а E- Serving The Eniro Mero 
with UltraGlide® Conveniently Located 
| Off Hwy 35W 


HunterDouglas | ZEE 4c 


BEAUTIFUL. FUNCTIONAL. 
JUST THE WAY YOU WANT. 


cepa | 
‘RE a. 
е4 м 
PS ТЕРҮ... 


ENJOY YOUR LANDSCAPE YEAR AROUND 


LET OUR ILLUMINOLOGISTS TRANSFORM YOUR LANDSCAPE AND 
CREATE A BEAUTIFUL NIGHTTIME FOR ENTERTAINING 


AND ENJOYING YOUR HOME. 


OUR PREMIUM QUALITY LED FIXTURES ENABLE 
US TO UNIQUELY ILLUMINATE ANY OUTDOOR AREA. 


TWIN CITIES „ 
CLOSET COMPANY 


CALL FOR A FREE IN-HOME 
CONSULTATION AND ENJOY YOUR 
LANDSCAPE YEAR AROUND! 


Contact us for a free design consultation: 


(612)623-0987 


www.tccloset.com 


design@install@service 


952.475.212 
touchstonelights.com 2634 Minnehaha Ave. South, Minneapolis, MN 55406 


62014 TOUCHSTONE ACCENT LIGHTING, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 
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THE NETWORK 


ACUPUNCTURE 


HOME SERVICES 


HOME SERVICES 


Nancy Vitalis Garrity ў 


acupuncture • homeopathic • psychology _ 2 


612-889-0721 


garityacupuncture.com 


30 years experience 
Ask about New Client special Ё 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


СНАСЕМ $2222. 


Family Owned & Operated For Over 60 years! 
Free Estimates 
All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Guarantee 


28th & Lyndale Ave S, Mpls 
(612) 872-6671 z 


631-488-4808 
Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 
www.goodstuffmoving.com 


ProHomeRenovating.com 


612-205-5618 


ө carpentry & remodeling 
è painting & repairs 

e other home maintenance 
eno job is too small 


Gay owned and operated since 1986. 


EMPLOYMENT 


EXPERIENCED 


ADVERTISING ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE WANTED 


Work as a print and/or online 
Advertising Account Executive 
for Lavender Media, leaders 
in GLBT marketing and events. 
Send your cover letter 


and resume to: 
barryGlavendermagazine.com 
No phone calls please. 


FLORAL SHOPS 


Ë Geos of Eva, Tue. 


Your га Of Neighborhood Florist 


Bulb Gardens Are In! 


651-646-7244 


www.gardenofeva.net 
1585 Marshall Ave, Saint Paul, MN 55104 


HOME SERVICES 


We're your expert 
home heating, 
cooling and 
plumbing company. 


612-424-9349 


Intesa dia 
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Earl's 


* Sanding 

* Refinishing 
* Install 

* Repair 

* Maintenance 


7-time Angie’s List 
Super Service 
Award Winner! 


612-290-1533 
www.earlsfloorsanding.com 


HOMECARE 


RESTORATION • RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE e REPAIR 
CARPENTRY • KITCHENS * TILING • PLASTERING 
BATHROOM • CONCRETE • DECKS - PATIOS 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Youn Complete Professional HomeCare Company 
SOSHOMECAREANDREMODELING.COM 
TODD OR LE] 
612-374-5222 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 


MATT'S TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal ° Tree Trimming * Chipping • Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 
Cell: 612-998-3157 


e£ 


Home Efficiencies 


Windows...) 


Roofing 
Gutters 


Siding 
Insulation 


"ona 


INDUSTRY LEADING 
construction inc. 40 YEAR 


aii s aibi easy 


ODERLIN 


612-721-4О08О== СЕ эн 
PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 
Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


3612 Cedar Avenue South 
Minneapolis MN 55407 
Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #M1764#M359 


craftsmanship warranty 


INSURANCE 


Chris Way 


(763) 591-9990 
Chris Way Agency, Inc. 
christineway.com 


Ss 
AMERICAN FAMILY 
LINSURANCE | 


07497 9/13 


David Kinney 

(952) 233-0310 

9358 Ensign Ave. 

Bloomington 
allstateagencies.com/davidkinney1 


(©) Allstate. 


© 2013 Allstate Insurance Company. in good hands. 


An exceptional community 
deserves exceptional service. 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 + Minneapolis 
swolfson@farmersagent.com 


FARMERS 


THE NETWORK 


PET PRODUCTS & SERVICES 


REAL ESTATE 


WEDDING RESOURCES 


LARPENTEUR > 
ANIMAL HOSPITAL ^ 


"Because Our Pets are Family" 


Complete Medical, Dental and Surgical Care 
Dr. Christy Hutchins 


Free First Exam 
1136 Larpenteur Ave. W. 4 vy N 


Dr. Dan Anderson, Dr. Julie Dahlke, 
651-487-3712 • larpenteuranimalhospital.com 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Ryan Dean, PhD LP 
Licensed Psychologist 
Шиш Шиш шиш шиш 


790 Cleveland Avenue South, Suite 201 
Saint Paul, MN 55116 
651-231-9936 ryandeanphd(Q gmail.com 


www.ryandeanphd.com 


SCOTT HAUBRICH 4 
BROKER 
612-298-5400 


SCOTT@BUYRENTSELLMN.COM 
WWW.BUYRENTSELLMN.COM 


Call me for your FREE Market Analysis 


Welker 


LE 


Congratulations 
Minnesota! 


WWW. thenancywalkerteam com 
nwalker@cbburnet.com 


612.827.9537 


Carise Rotach-Beard 


MA, LMFT 


г ‚ Individual & Relationship Counseling 
D 651-983-9215 


SPARK 


collaborative 


sparkcollabo.com 


David Shannon, LICSW 
Psychotherapist 
2324 University Avenue West 
Suite 100 ~ St. Paul 55114 
deshannon@gmail.com 
507-399-3789 (cell) 
GLBTQ Community 
Mental health since 1971 


-Ò 952LIMOBUS 


fA 


r" 


952LIMOBUS.com 
952-546-6287 


We Welcome Groups: 
Weddings, Reunions, Getaways, 
Corporate Outings! 
Unique Spa Homes for 

Overnight Stays 


REAL ESTATE 


"um FREE A 


iyRe mm Stale Instant Access to the Nations 
CS .—— Top Gay & Lesbian Realtors... 
f t Find Your Perfect Agent Online: 


www.GayRealEstate.com 


Knowledge * Honesty Integrity 
Deb Casper, CRS is 


| 651-407-7864 «v 
( JES D @ ск Rais F 


Еғее Js • RE/MAX Specialists 
www.DebCasper.com 


Kent Bowker 


At your doorstep i tl city or Ош iu the burbs. 
612.986.8622 


kentbowker@edinarealty.com 


Edina Realty... 


ж. 


— d. 


>” 


612.35U.7220 


almostfamouspiercing.com 


(Ё 


Damor 7/7] 


ZBUY.ONE 
SGET ONE 


P ¿FREE 


PIERCINGS! no appointment needed. 


body piercing 


Jewelry and aftercare 
purchase required for both 
piercings. 


UuO5 Central - Minneapolis 


Also located in Mall of America 
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Community Connection 
brings visibility to local GLBT- 
friendly non-profit organiza- 
tions. To reserve your listing 
in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email 
advertising@lavendermaga- 
zine.com. 


ADDICTION & TREATMENT 


Hazelden 

Providing comprehensive treatment, 
recovery solutions. Helping people 
reclaim their lives from the disease 

of addiction. 

PO Box 11 

15251 Pleasant Valley Rd, 

Center City, MN 

(800) 257-7800 


www.hazelden.org 


L.l.F.E. Program (St. Josephs 
Hospital) 

Outpatient treatment, mental health 
services for the LGBT community. 
Suboxone and methadone clients 
welcome. 

45 W. 10th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 326-3645 


www.healtheast.org 


ADOPTION SERVICES 

Minnesota Adoption Resource 

Network 

Finding families for Minnesota's 

Waiting Children, providing pre-/ 
ost-adoption services since 1981. 
221 Nicollet Mall, Ste. 501 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 861-7115 


www.mnadopt.org 


Pinehaven Youth and Family 
Services, Inc. 
Foster Care and Adoption 
Agency serving a rainbow color 
of families. Training and support 
rovided. 
.O. Box 667 
Brainerd, MN 56401 (statewide) 
320-630-7340 or 218-821-1480 
www.pinehaven-mn.org 


ADVOCACY 


Rainbow Health Initiative 
Committed to advancing the health 
and wellness of LGBTQ communities 
through research, education an 
advocacy. 

2021 E. а in Ave., Ste. 220 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 206-3180 


www.rainbowhealth.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 


Aliveness Project, The 
Community Center for Individuals 
Living with HIV/AIDS - On-site 
Meals, Food Shelf and Supportive 
Services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 8bA4-LIFE (5433) www. 
aliveness.org 


Minnesota AIDS Project 

AlDSLine 

The AlDSLine is the statewide 
referral service to connect with HIV 
information and resources. 
1400 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

[60 373-AIDS (metro) or 
800) 248-AIDS (statewide) 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
www.mnaidsproject.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Park House 

Day Health / Mental Health 
Treatment Program for Adults Living 
with HIV/AIDS. 

710 E. 24th Street, Suite 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/ 
page/park_house_home 


U of MN Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- 
individuals 

to participate in research studies. 
426 Delaware Street 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-7472 


CONVENTION & VISITORS 
BUREAUS 


Meet Minneapolis 

Convention & Visitor Association. 
Free wedding service available! 
250 Marquette Ave. S., Ste. 1300 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 

(888) 676-6757 


www.minneapolis.org 


Visit Saint Paul 

"| Do Saint Paul" is your key to 

designing the wedding of your 
reams. 

175 W. Kellogg Blvd., Ste. 502 

St. Paul, MN 35102 

(800) 627-6101 


www.visitsaintpaul.com 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 

Twin Cities Quorum 

Your GLBTQA chamber of 

commerce working to invigorate, 

build and partner for a diverse 
usiness community. 

(612) 399-6827 


www.twincitiesquorum.com 


EDUCATION 


William Mitchell College of 
Law 
Minnesota's largest law school. 
Mitchell is known for its focus on 
practical legal education. We call it 
ractical wisdom. 
75 Summit Ave. 
St. Paul, MN 55105 
1-(888).962-5529 


www.wmitchell.edu 


EVENT CENTERS 
American Swedish Institute, 


e 
Luxurious Turnblad Mansion, sleek 
Nelson Cultural Center - perfect 
settings for your next event, big or 
small: 
2600 Park Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 


(612) 870-3368 


www.asimn.org 


The Klub Haus Private Club 
Weddings & Receptions at a 
beautiful venue. All extras at no 
additional cost! Outside catering 
allowed. 

1079 Rice Street 

Saint Paul, MN. 55117 
651.489.4808 

klubhaus.net 


FITNESS 

YWCA of Minneapolis 
Serving men, women ond Íomilies in 
an inclu 

Locations in Downtown, Uptown, 


idtown. 
1130 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 215-4118 


www.ywcampls.org 


sive, welcoming environment. 


GLBT HOMELESS YOUTH 

GLBT Host Home Program of 
Avenues for Homeless Youth 
Securing host homes for CLBT youth 
experiencing homelessness. Contact 
us to host or donate. 

1708 Oak Park Ave. N. 
Minneapolis, MN 55411 

(612) 52-1690 
www.GLBTHostHome.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family 
Tree! Offering respectful, affordable 
sexual health to meet your needs. 
1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 

www.familytree 

HIM Program / Red Door 
Services 

Hennepin County Public Health 
Clinic 

525 Portland Ave. S, 4th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 348-9100 
www.HIMprogram.org 
facebook.com/HIMProgram 
www.capsprogram.org 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of 
DVDs, books, and magazines. 
Check out our online catalogue. 
1220 E. Lake St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 729-2543 


www.qlibrary.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 


MPR & The Current 

Providing in depth news coverage, 
classical music, and emerging artists 
on our three regional services. 

480 Cedar St. 

St. Paul, MN 55101 

(651) 290-1500 


www.mpr.org 


Radio K 770 

Radio K is the student-run radio 
station of the University of 
Minnesota 

330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 


www.radiok.org 


MENTAL HEALTH 

People Incorporated Mental 
Health Services 

Proudly serving the GLBT 
community's mental health 
counseling needs at three 
convenient Twin Cities locations. 
2060 Centre Pointe Blvd., Ste. 3 
St. Paul, MN 55120 

(651) 635-0095 


www.peopleincorporated.org 


MUSEUM 

Minnesota Historical Society 
Sites & Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical 
Society's 26 historic sites and 
museums part of your 

vacation plans. Like Split 

Rock Lighthouse, Mill City 

Museum, Minnesota History 

Center, Northwest Company Fur Post, 
James J. Hill House and Historic Fort 
Snelling. They're located all around 
the state. Learn more at 
www.visitMNhistory.org 


Science Museum of Minnesota 
Welcomes you to Social Science, a 
bi-monthly event for adults only! 
120 W. Kellogg Blvd 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 221-2547 


www.smm.org/socialscience 


Weisman Art Museum 

Art is everywhere. You just need to 
know where to look. Expand your 
vision. Free admission. 

333 E. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-9494 


www.wam.umn.edu 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Children's Theatre Company 
North America’s flagship theatre 
for young audiences and families, 
offering year-round live theatre for 
ages 2-18. 

2400 3rd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 874-0400 


www.childrenstheatre.org 


Cowles Center for Dance and 
Performing Arts 

The Cowles Center is the Twin 
Cities' flagship for the creation, 
performance, education, and 
celebration of dance. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 206-3600 


www.thecowlescenter.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


History Theatre 
Musicals and plays about the 
people and events that make up the 
American experience. 
30 E. 10th St. 
St. Paul, MN 
(651) 292-4323 
www.HistoryTheatre.com 
Illusion Theater 
Nationally renowned for 

eveloping artists and new work 
while sparking conversation about 
challenging human issues. 
528 Hennepin Ave., 8th Fl. 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 339-4944 


www.illusiontheater.org 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and classic works 
in an intimate setting in the Lynlake 
neighborhood. 

2951 Lyndale Ave. S. Minneapolis, 
MN 

(612) 822-7063 


www.JungleTheater.com 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Led by Music Director Osmo 
Vänskä, the Minnesota Orchestra, 
one of America's leading symphony 
orchestras. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

612) 371-5656 

800) 292-4141 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 
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Minnesota Philharmonic 
Orchestra 
An instrumental voice for the GLBT 
community, the MPO presents 
innovative, high quality orchestral 
erformances. 
.O. Box 6116 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 656-5676 


www.mnphil.org 


Mixed Blood Theatre 
Professional, multiracial company, 
promotes cultural pluralism through 
artistic excellence and Radical 
Hospitality no-cost admission 
program. 

1501 S. Ath St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 338-0937 


www.mixedblood.com 


Northrop - University of 
Minnesota 

A legacy of presenting diverse 
КӨШ dance and music artists. 
(612) 625-6600 


northrop.umn.edu 


Ordway Center for the 

Performing Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creatin 

performing arts and educationa 

programs that enrich diverse 
udiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 


www.ordway.org 


She Rock She Rock 
Music camps, classes, and 
supportive performance 
opportunities for female, trans and 
ender non-conforming folks. 
9115 Excelsior Blvd. #316 
Minneapolis, MN 55416 
jenny@sherocksherock.com 
www.sherocksherock.com 


Theater Latté Da 

Exploring and expanding the art 
of musical theater under the artistic 
direction of Peter Rothstein. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-3003 


www.latteda.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


PET SERVICES 


Animal Humane Society 
Adoption, rescue, outreach, 
training, boarding. Buffalo, Coon 
Rapids, Golden Valley, St. Paul and 
Woodbury. 

(763) 522-4325 


www.animalhumanesociety.org 


Greyhound Pets of 
America-Minnesota 

Dedicated to finding homes 

for retired racing greyhounds. 
Greyhounds are calm, good- 
natured, and make excellent pets. 
info@gpa-mn.org 
www.gpa-mn.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Northern Lights Greyhound 

Adoption 

Fall in love again, with a 
reyhound! Let the matchmaking 
egin! Call today! 

(763) 754-9754 


www.nlga-mn.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 

Human Rights Campaign 
Advocates for all GLBT Americans, 
mobilizes grassroots action, invests 
strategically to elect fair-minded 
individuals. 

P.O. Box 50608 

Minneapolis, MN 
www.twincities.hrc.org 
www.hrc.org 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the 
area of public policy, anti-violence, 
education, training and law. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 


www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

The third-largest national Pride 
celebration seeks sponsors, 
volunteers, and board members. 
Contact us today. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 460 
Minneapolis, 

(612) 255-3260 


www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 


Central Lutheran Church 

We welcome all people to discover, 
celebrate and share the love of 
Christ. 

333 Twelfth St. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


Edina Community Lutheran 
Church 

Upbeat, growin congregation 
committed to inclusion, justice, 
peace, community and proclaiming 
God's YES to all. 

4113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 

www.eclc.org 

First Christian Church - Disciples 
of Christ 

A Movement for Wholeness In A 
Fragmented World. 

610 W. 28th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-1868 


www.fecminneapolis.org 


Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

It's a new day at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic 
Hospitality. Beloved Community. 
511 Groveland Ave. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 


www.hennepinchurch.org 


The House of Hope 
Presbyterian Church 

A Covenant Network Congregation 
welcoming all people. 

797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 227.6311 


www.hohchurch.org 


Mayflower Communi 
Congregational United Church 
of Christ 
An open and affirming, peace with 
jnre church welcomes you. 

06 E. Diamond Lake Rd. (I-35 & 
Diamond Lake Rd.) 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-0761 


www.mayflowermpls.org 


Plymouth Congregational 
Church, Minneapolis 
Spiritual, Loving, Relevant, 
Transforming. 

Find us on Facebook and Twitter 
1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 
www.plymouth.org 


Richfield United Methodist 


urc 
The Church of the Imperfect. 
Engaging worship, wisdom, 

ratitude, and justice a la Jesus. 

oin us! 
5835 Lyndale Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 861-6086 


www.richfieldumc.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
Wherever you are on your faith 
journey... 

t. Mark's Welcomes You. 
ane Oak Grove St. Minneapolis, 


M 
(612) 870-7800 


www.ourcathedral.org 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota 
that intentionally welcome all 
people regardless of sexual 
orientation or gender idenity. 
www.mnrcumc.org 


United Theological Seminary 
Inspire your spiritual life. Bring your 
big questions. Certificate or degree 


pio rams and community education. 


000 Sth St. NW 
New Brighton, MN 
(651) 633-4311 


www.unitedseminary.edu 


Westminster Presbyterian 

Church 

A covenant network congregation, 

working toward a church as 
enerous and just as God's grace. 

Ricollet Mall at 12th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 332-3421 


www.westminstermpls.org 


SENIORS/ELDERS 

Little Brothers - Friends of the 
Elderly 

Volunteer-based nonprofit 
organization committed to providing 
companionship for isolated seniors 
in the Twin Cities area. 

1845 E. Lake St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 721-6215 


www.littlebrothersmn.org 


Prime Timers - MSP 

Providing gay and bi men 
opportunities to come together for 
social, educational and recreational 
activities. 

1730 New Brighton Blvd., PMB 162 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-9537 


www.primetimersww.org/ptmsp/ 


SPORTS & RECREATION 

Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League (TCGSL) 

Join 500 GLBT softball players 

as we celebrate 36 years of gay 
softball in Minnesota. 

P.O. Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 

www.tcgsl.org 


TRAVEL 

Afton Area Business 

Association 

Explore Afton. Enjoy a day or 

weekend owoy. Historie Rivertown: 
ining, Shopping, Lodging, Skiing, 

Golf Tent Weddings. Ë а 

PO Вох 102 

Afton, MN 55001 

(651] 436-8883 


www.exporeafton.com 


Discover Stillwater 
The perfect day trip...or weekend 
getgwoy! Historic Rivertown. 
irthplace of Minnesota. Minutes 
from Twin Cities. Shop/Dine/ 
Cruise/Nightlife. Stay overnight! 
Stillwater/Oak Park Heights 
Convention & Visitors Bureau 
705 Harriet Dr. 
Stillwater MN 55082 
(651)-351-1717 


www.DiscoverStillwater.com 


Minneapolis Northwest CVB 

7100 Northland Circle, Ste. 102 

Minneapolis, MN 55428 

(763) 566-7722 

Uk se etal 

into@mplsnw.com 

Located minutes from downtown 

Minneapolis. Popular destination 

for abundant shoppin , Unique 
EE 


restaurants, and arking. 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic Waterfront. 
Vibrant arts and dinning. Adventure. 
Hotels and B & B's. Atfractions and 
Events. 

21 W. Superior Street. Suite 100 
218-722-4011-1-800-4-duluth 


www.visitduluth.com 


Visit Marshall In Southwest MN 
Easy гоцро etaway. Three hours 
from the Twin Cities. Lots of locally 
owned shops and restaurants. 

317 W. Main St. 

Marshall, MN 

(507] 537-1865 
www.visitmarshallmn.com 
info@visitmarshallmn.com 


7005 


Minnesota Zoo 

Open year-round. More than 2,400 

animals to explore. 

Numerous special events. 

Apple Valley MN 
e Valle 

($22) 431-9200 


WWw.mnzoo.org 
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OUR VOICES 


DATELAND | BY JENNIFER PARELLO 


The Trouble With Mittens 


I’m wandering the neighborhood dur- 
ing a blizzard wearing only a bathrobe and 
boots. I’m shouting one word repeatedly into 
the howling wind: “Mittens!” 

As I rage through the snowbanks, I am 
reminded of a similar scene from King Lear. 
Like Lear, I have descended into a type of 
madness, brought on by one of my errant 
children: Mittens. 

Before Mittens showed up on my door- 
step, loudly demanding cans of fancy al- 
bacore tuna and my unrequited love, I had 
given up on cats. I have tried to love many 
cats over the years only to be rewarded with 
scratch marks on my face and vengeful urine 
attacks against my furniture. So, I finally pro- 
claimed myself a dog person and turned all 
my spinster energy on spoiling my pups. 

It was great! No more dealing with cat- 
hair-coated clothes or that gritty after-taste 
that always comes in the wake of cleaning the 
litter box. No more cat glares that suggest 
both complete indifference and murderous 
rage. Instead, each morning I wake smoth- 
ered in unapologetic and enthusiastic love at- 
tacks from my three dogs. It’s so simple. 

But then Mittens appeared and my life 
became complicated. 


Last spring, I was doing yard work 
when I heard a plaintive wail coming from 
the woods next to my house. I bent down 
(because isn’t that just like a friggin cat— 
to make you stoop to their level?), peered 
through the bushes, and spotted a black cat. 
He meowed loudly and repeatedly in a way 
that suggested he needed me. 

This is how it starts. This is how clever cats 
are. They make you think that there might be 
an emotional payoff if you agree to feed and 
shelter them. This is how they suck you in. 

So, I trotted into the house and returned 
with a can of tuna. As soon as I opened the 
can, though, he started playing hard to 
get. Although his nose twitched in obvious 
pleasure at the smell of the fish, he yawned 
and glanced away. Like a witless servant, I 
backed away apologetically and watched 
from a distance as he finally strolled to the 
tuna and wolfed it down. 

This dance carried on for weeks before 
he finally deigned to rub against me as I was 
giving him his tuna. Then I was allowed to 
pet him. Finally, as a chill entered the air, he 
let me pick him up and warm him. 

We had a small setback when I betrayed his 
trust by tossing him in the car and taking him 


to the vet to be neutered and vaccinated. This 
did not please him! Then I confined him to the 
house for a day, where he stared mournfully 
out the window like a royal prisoner in a me- 
dieval castle, meowing angrily at his lost king- 
dom until I opened the door and set him free. 

So, we reached a compromise. We agreed 
that he can prowl the neighborhood dur- 
ing the day, but has to come inside on cold 
nights. But, of course, you can’t trust a cat to 
keep his promise. And that’s why I’m out ina 
blizzard, worried sick, and calling his name. 

I see the faces of my neighbors peek- 
ing at me from behind their curtains. They 
think I’m insane. I see the faces of my dogs, 
staring at me from my porch in confusion. 
Why isn’t their unqualified love enough for 
me, they wonder? 

After an hour of fruitless searching, I be- 
gin to trudge home in total despair. Then, 
through the gale, I hear a meow. Mitten 
saunters past me without a glance and settles 
into his perch on the porch. I’m so relieved 
that I weep. Mittens briefly acknowledges 
me with a nod, which could mean either “I 
love you, too” or “get me my tuna.” I chose 
to interpret it as the former, but I fetch him 
some tuna anyway. B 


TROLIN, UN DIABLITO ROSA 


Sir, l'm coming for the job. 
Monsieur le directeur, je suis ici pour l'emploi. 


Can you be a slave? 
Sauriez-vous étre esclave? 


You are a radical! You are fired! 
Vous étes un radical! Vous étes congédié! 


POR RODRO 


LO QUE ES 

£L ropbER..-, 
ME DESPIDIO 
SIN CONTRA- 


ТАРМЕ - 


That's power... He fired me before hiring me. 
Quel pouvoir... me renvoyer sans m'engager. 


64 | LAVENDER | FEBRUARY 20-MARCH 5, 2014 


CLASSIFIEDS 


ACCOMMODATIONS 


PHOENIX ESCAPE - Great gay owned 
getaway in Phoenix, central city, near 
public transit, great restaurants and fun 
gay venues. Tastefully furnished, gay 
friendly complex. See pics and contact info: 
www.vrbo.com/505855. 


EMPLOYMENT 


BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 
REPRESENTATIVE - PRIDE INSTITUTE, 
the nation's first and leading provider 
of residential and out-patient programs 
devoted exclusively to treating the mental 
health and chemical dependency needs of 
the LGBT community, is currently seeking 
2 full-time (Minneapolis and New York} 
highly motivated Business Development 
Representatives. As a BDR, you will use 
your business development and lead 
generation experience, as well as strong 
communication skills to identify, acquire, 
maintain and grow business relationships. 
Apply online at: www.pride-institute.com, 


COTTAGE HOUSE • An Occasional Market 
e Next sale: SPRING AHEAD - MAR. 5, 
ó, 7, 8, 9. Wed. - Sun, 10am-ópm * 4304 
Chicago Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN. www. 
thecottagehousempls.com. 


THERAPEAUTIC MASSAGE 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting 
in bodywork at its best! Bruck, MT, DC in 
South Minneapolis @ (612) 306-6323. 


[952] 934-7554. 
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OUR VOICES 


THROUGH THESE EYES | BY JUSTIN JONES 


“What you want? Ain't got all day now,” 
says Ms. Trudy, the liver-spotted cafeteria 
lady. She's standing in front of Mexican 
pizzas that look like cheesy cardboard and 
pre-bunned hot dogs already covered with 
chili. There are tater tots and French fries 
at her side. 

She's an intimidating grown-up. Im a 
bashful nine-year-old. I have a hard time 
speaking—I stutter, badly—so I just point to 
the hot dogs to indicate my choice. 

“I can’t tell what you pointin’ at, son. Now 
what you want?” She sounds mad. My face 
flushes with embarrassment. I take a deep 
breath. I hate trying to talk at school. 

“I wa, wa, wa, want th, th, th...” I can't get 
the words out quickly enough. Travis, the 
blond fifth grade asshole behind me, laughs. 
*P... P... Poor Justin can't ta... ta... talk." 

Im angry and ashamed. Everyone in 
line ahead of me has paid for their lunches, 
grabbed their chocolate milk, and gone off 
to sit with their friends. 

My face starts burning. Travis laughs 
and the line builds up behind him. I wish 
so badly I would've brought my lunch from 
home today. 

I feel so alone, so different. I can't even 
say “hotdog” without causing headaches and 
mockery. I’m flustered and nauseous. Ms. 
Trudy stares at me like I’m a pest, a fruit fly 
hovering over rancid food. She doesn’t care 
about me. 

“Sorry,” I say to Ms. Trudy and I start 
walking to the back of the line without my 
lunch. I'll just start over. 

I'm nervous walking against the line. My 
classmates look at me as I pass them by. I 
know they're whispering about me being gay, 


Stutter 


strange, or stupid. I wish I were invisible. 

And then I see Mrs. Gingerton, my teach- 
er, standing at the back of the line, talking to 
a guidance counselor. The sight is a relief. 
TIl go say hello. Talking to her will make me 
feel better. She's the one person at school 
who treats me like I’m a human being. 

I keep my eyes on Mrs. Gingerton as 
I make my way past my peers; it's easy to 
ignore them when I have somewhere to go. 
Im almost to Mrs. Gingerton when I feel 
someone's foot catch my own. I fall to the 
burnt-orange ceramic tile floor. I land on my 
knees first, then my hands. My fingers catch 
under my lunch tray. I cry out in pain. 

No one admits to tripping me, but every- 
one laughs. 

"Hey, Justin, ghost faggot," yells Travis 
from the front of the line, *Go run to Mrs. 
Gingerton and tell on us, cry baby." 

I look up and Mrs. Gingerton and the 
guidance counselor are gone. 

Travis calls me “ghost” boy, queer, fag- 
got, or some version thereof, because I suf- 
fer hallucinations in class. My mother and 
I witnessed her boyfriend put a gun to his 
head a few years back and nothing’s been 
the same since, including my ability to speak 
at school. I’m permanently sheepish and pro- 
verbial low-hanging fruit to anyone looking 
for a laugh at someone else’s expense. 

I push myself off the greasy cafeteria 
floor, pick up my tray, and finish walking to 
the back of the line. 

By the time I make it through the lunch 
line again, Ms. Trudy is out of hotdogs, but 
she has tater tots. I’m hungry, so they'll do. 

“Ta, ta, tater tots, pl, plu, please.” I force 
the words out just as the bell rings to end 


lunch. Ms. Trudy rolls her eyes at me, tells 
me that lunch is over, and dumps the tater 
tots into the garbage. 

“Sorry,” I say as if I've inconvenienced her 
with my hunger. When I put my empty lunch 
tray back on the stack of clean ones, Ms. Tru- 
dy yells to me, “I saw you fall with that tray, 
boy. It's dirty. You put that with the dishes." 

She saw me fall and didn't help me?! 

"Sorry," I say again. I wish I were what 
Travis calls me. I wish I were a ghost. 

Later that day Mrs. Gingerton passes 
out Progress Reports—bi-annual updates 
on our behavior, reading, and math abili- 
ties. “S” means satisfactory, the equivalent 
of a grade “A.” 

I open my Progress Report and see “S” 
beside every metric: "Student is silent dur- 
ing reading time: S." "Student completes as- 
signments without interrupting others: S." 
"Student treats others with respect: S." 

Im embarrassed by it. Everyone around 
me talks and laughs during class; they're all 
friends and seem so happy. They have *Needs 
Improvement” beside their Progress Reports’ 
behavioral evaluations. That’s what I want. I 
want Needs Improvement. I want friends. 

My mom cries because she’s so proud of 
me. An “S” to her is a sign that things will be 
different for her son. An “S” on my Progress 
Report tells her that I’m early along on a path 
out of the food stamps and government sub- 
sidized housing she and I rely on. It means 
Гуе overcome Gene’s suicide. 

But I don't care. АП I want are friends and 
to speak like a normal person. I want to be 
heard. I want a voice. 

One day, I promise myself, I will have 
опе. ш 
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Forever. 


Decades ago, clinical trials opened 
new doors for people battling HIV & AIDS. 
Today, they may be key to eradicating HIV infection forever. 


[he University of Minnesota recently launched new HIV clinical studies. 
But to be successful, we need your help. 


You can make a difference if you're: 


Diagnosed HIV+ 
18 years or older 


Interested in the clinical trials process 


We're forging new paths in the fight against HIV & AIDS. 


Compensation and time requirements vary. 
Find out more at hiv.umn.edu or call (612) 625-7472. 
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PLEASE DRINK RESPONSIBLY. 
KETEL ONE Vodka. Distilled from Wheat. 4096 Alc/Vol. 
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